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JANUARY
Moh&qz
Evarybody n my heishbor}\oocl is outside ‘l‘oday
ehJoyihs +he warm weather and sunshine. Well,

everyone except ME. T+s kind of hard +o ehJoy a
heat wave when it's the middle of the WINTER.

Peo‘)le are calh'hs this "wacky weather,” but i+
Just doesn't feel n'sh-f. Maybe T'm old-fashioned,
but T +hink i+ should be cold in +the winter and

hot in the SUMMER.

T've heard the whole PLANET s warming up, and
+hat human beihss are the reason. But don't blame

ME, because IJUS“‘ GOT }\ere.



T +he world IS getting Notter, T Just ‘\o?e i+
doesn'+ hd\ayeh 4oo FAST. Because if +\\ih35 kee\: vp
at THIS rate, Tl be n'dihs a camel to HS\\ school.

ﬂ\ey say +he ice caps are melting and the sea is
rising, so L've been Frying to convince Mom and
DGJ o buy a ‘\ouse his‘\er up oh our \\i". But
ﬂ\ey Just don't seem all that concerned.




T+ kind of makes me nervous that T'm the ohl)l
one in my fumily worried about this stuff. Because
if we don'+ do Some-l'\\ihs about the situation
SOON, we're gohna wish we DID.

T+s not Just +he rising sea levels T'm nervous
about. Those ice caps have been around for millions
of years o and ﬂ\ere could be +\\ihss buried inside
of them that should STAY that way.




T saw a movie about a caveman who got frozen in
ice, and when it melted thousands of years later
he was still ALIVE. T don+ know if +that kind
of 'H\ihs could qc+uall7/ }\a\)?eh in real life, but if
+here ARE unfrozen cavemen walking around +hese
Jays ) -H\e hish'l‘ JahH‘or at my sc‘\ool misH' be one
of them.

Tfwe DO figure a way out of +his climate

mess, its ?robably gonna be someone from MY
geheration who solves it. That's w\-\y T'm alwa)/s

nice to the SMART kids, becavse THEY'RE the

onhes w\\o are gonhha save our butts.




\rﬂ\ﬁeVer -H\e answer s, T 3uarah+ee you
TECHNOLOGY s gohha be ﬂ\e key.

Growh-u?s are alwa)ls sayihs that +oo much
+echho|037 is BAD for kids, but T say +he more
+he BETTER.

Tn fm, as soon as I can afford one of those
high-tech toilets that learns all your habits, T'm

gonha get the mos+ expensive model.

HELLDO
GREGORY. T '*VE
BEEN HWAITING

FOR YOL.

Some Veovle worry +hat one Jd}l we ll lose control of
our +ec}\ho|os7l and robots will take OVER.

Well, if +hat \\aPPehs, Tm gonha make sure T'm
on THEIR side.



Tve ac‘hmlly been PREPARING for when the
robots take over by SUckihs vp to the d?\:lidhces

n m)l ‘\ouse.
YOU'RE LOOKING
GOOD TODAY.

7 DID YOU
JUST GET
CLEANED?

So when -ﬂ_\:;e's a giant robot  /luman war in the
future, TNl be patting mysel-( on the back for
+\\ihkih3 ahead.




M}/ brother Rodrick says +hat in the future,
Peo\ﬂe will have robot bo&y parts, and we'll all be
CYBORGS.

Well, T }\ove T don’t have to wait oo |oh3 for
that, becauvse if T could buy myself a pair of
robot |ess, T could get a half hour of extra s|ee\7

eac‘-\ morhihs.

N7 o

T guess we don't reall)l know what's gohna \\aﬂ)eh
in ‘H\e future. Ahd you could drive yoursel-r CRAZY
worryihs about it.

Even if we solve all the Problems we have n's}ﬁ'
now, some NEW -Hm'hs will come along, and then
we |l have to deal with THAT.



T've read +ha+'s w\\a-l' \\a?\)ehed wi+\\ +¥\e
DINOSAURS. T’ney were riJihs *\53}\ -For

a couple Nundred million years, and then an

asteroid came and wi?eJ ﬂ\em ouvt.

Wha+'s really crazy is +ha+t cockroaches were around
back then, and somehow THEY survived. And
ﬂ\efll ‘)FO‘I)GH)’ be here long after we're gone, oo.
Persoha"y, T think cockroaches are disgusting. But
ﬂ\e)l must be Joihs SOMETHING ris}ﬁ'.




S\Dedkihs of SURVIVAL, n'sh‘l' how, L m Just
+r>'ih3 to get +\\rou3‘\ middle school. And +the last
few Jo\)/s haven'+ been all that great.

Even -H\ous‘\ it's warm ou+side, the thermostat at
school still thinks i+'s WINTER. So the furnace
is on full blast all Jay, which makes it hard +o

concentrate in class.

Ahd it's worse in +\\e CAFETERIA, because +’nere

arent any windows you can open to get fresh air.

GLUG
GG &




’ﬂ\e hea-{' hqs been fryihs m7’ brdu'h, and T've been
forgetting when my school assignments are due.

T forso‘r a really BIG one +oda7, which was my
couh‘h‘)l project for the Tnternational Showcase.

Back in NoVember, evaryohe }\ad o c}\oose a
couh‘h‘)l 4o do a report on. T ?ickeJ I‘hal)/,
becavse T'm o HUGE pizza fan.

But it fums out I+a|7 was a really popular
choice, so my Social Studies teacher had +o do a
random Jrawihs +o decide who got it. And she
chose Dennis Tracton, which isn+ fair because he's

lactose intolerant and can+ even ea+ cheese.

So the teacher assished me Malta, which T didn'+

even khow was a couh+r7.
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Ahyway, +hat was two months bdck, and T didn't
give my couh+r7l project a second -H'\ous‘\-l' unil
TODAY. Ahd -H\e ohly reason I rememberecl

was because when T got to school, eVerybo&y was

wearing weird clothes.

T ?robabl)l should've realized i+ was Tnternational
Showcase Jay when my friend Row|e7/ came b}/ to

get me for school wearing a crazy getup. But he's
ALWAYS doihs strange stoff, so T barely even

ho‘h'ced.

N
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Tn homeroom, T +ook a look at Row|e7’s project
4o see how much work was involved, and that's
w\\eh I started +o Paha'c.

His report looked like i+ ook a TON of time, and
it was ?re-Hy obvious his parents }\el?ed him with
it. Of course Rowle)l had ac‘hm"y BEEN +o +the
couh-h‘}/ \\e so-l' assished , SO I'm sure ‘H\cﬁ' maJe it
a lot EASIER for him.

Qplly OLL ENGL

HISTORY

---------

T asked Rowle)l +o be a pal and switch countries
with me, but he's kind of selfish, so he wouldn’+
90 for it. ﬂ\ﬁ meant T was on m7l owh, and T
ohly had a few hours 4o do my whole project from
SCRATCH. And T didn't know WHERE T was
gohna find a tri-fold this late in the game.

12



That's when T remembered that T had a 4ri-fold in
my LOCKER. T had started my couh‘h‘)/ project
the Ja)/ after it was assighe& so T could get ahead
of 'H\ihss for once. But when T ?ullec} it out Yo see
how FAR T'd gotten, T was \7re++7/ Jisa\a\)oihi'ecl.

MYSTERIOUS

MAL

This project was 50% of my Social Studies sraJe,
so T was ?re-Hy Jes‘)erﬁe. T +ried getting *\ely
from m)l CLASSMATES b but all THAT did was

remind me I need o 3e+ some smarter friends.

ANY OF YOU
GUYS KNOW
WHERE
MALTA IS?




T s+a>/ed indoors for recess to work on "'7'
project. T didn't have time +o 90 down 4o the
|i{>rar>l for research , So T had 4o do a lot of
GUESSING. The ohly -H\ih3 T fel+ \)re++7 sure
about was that Malta was near Russia, but T was
pretty shaky oh eVery-H\ihs ELSE.

LOCATION

?

SOMEWHERE
NEAR RUSSIA

TRANSPORTATION

R

MYSTERIOUS

MALTA
| CLIMATE

CURRENCY

MALTA
€ACTS

M “MALTA HAS
THE SAME
NUMBER OF
LETTERS AS

“FUDGE"
& NO UNITED
STATES
PRESIDENTS
WERE BORN
IN MALTA

Once T finished filling out my tri-fold, T started
workihs oh ﬂ\e OTHER s+uff.

We were suv\aoseJ Yo wear our couh+r)l's “traditional
dress” for the Tnternational Showcase, so on the
way Yo lonch T Vicke& out some clothes from the
Lost and Found in front of the ‘)rihci‘:'al's office.

14




Luckil)l, there were a few decent items in the

box, and T put +03e+}\er an outfit that looked
?re-Hy cohvihcihs.
=]

| ===

|
|
s

|
8
o —

EVeryohe was supposed to bring in a traditional
MEAL, +oo. At linch, T boush-l' as many items as
T could afford, and threw Someﬂ\ihs +ose-|+\er that
seemed like i+ mish'l"Ve come from another couh+r7l.

15



The Thternational Showcase was during +he last
Pen‘o&, and when T set vp "'7 ProJec+ in the 3)""’
T was ac+ua||7l feelihs Pre-Hy 3ooJ about -I'Hhss.
But T wish T'd gotten assishecl a couh‘h'y where
ﬂ\ey wore |a'3\\+er clothes, because the furnace was
still on full blast.

AN Riaee MAUDTAN
GEM Elis)d [is%

Lo = (455‘, ﬁ%ﬁ ¢ il [ |1 el | LN\ ===
'ﬂ\e Keat was 3e-H'ih3 to some OTHER kiJs, +oo,
and +em‘>ers were s+ar+ih3 1o flare. A+ ohe ‘>oih+,

Brazil and Bu|3qriq got in a fis‘ﬁ’ over +able

space, and a teacher had +o come break i+ vp.




Kids came in from the elemeh‘hry school to check

out our projects and ask questions. But all T had
+o do +o get them to move along was o Pre-fehcl

T ohly sPoke Mal+tese.

HOW MANY
PECPLE LIVE IN
YOUR COUNTRY?

After that, the PARENTS started to arrive.
Luckily, MINE couldn’+ come, because Dad was
at work and Mom was a+ her college. But some
kid in ,.,7 srdde has a mom and dad who are
ac+ua||>/ FROM Malta, which was really bad luck
for ME.

iy



T ‘H\ous}vl' ﬂ\ey were gonhha report me o my
+eac¥\er, and T was reacl}l 4o make a run for it.
But then Someﬂ\ihs }\a?‘)ehed +hat got me off
+he hook.

The 'Fis"rf that started between Brazil and
Bulgaria flared back up and S\ailled over 4o the
“c" ahJ “D” countries. Ahd before |oh3, -H\e
whole GYM was a+ war.

Lu;kﬂy the bell rang, and schodl got dismissed before
anyone got seriousl)l hurt. But the whole situation

doesnt exacﬂy gve re a lot of }\o?e for world peace.
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Tues&az

Well, T THOUGHT T was in the clear, bt T
was wrong. M}/ Social Studies teacher sent a note
home +o my parents that said T have 4o do my
Tnternational Showcase project AGAIN.

So Mom said T can+ watch TV or \’ld)' video
games until T finish. T figure T can ?rodey get
this thing done by Saturday, but it won't matter
anyway. That's because Mom is makihs me and my
brothers have “Screen-Free Weekends.”

Mom +\\ihks us kids are addicted to electronics )
and +‘\e7're +he reason we misbehave. So she
started +this new Policy where we're hot allowed +o
use ahy electronics on Sa+urcld7$ and Suhdays, and

we }\aVe to find o-ﬂ\er ways +o entertain ourselves.

19



Wha+ really stinks is that when Mom catches us
BEHAVING on +he weekends, she thinks it's
PROOF -H\oﬁ' Screen-Free Weekehds are workihs.

So |a+e|)l , me ahd Ran'ck }\aVe been rememberihs to
MISBEHAVE on Sa+ur&a>/s and Stha)Is so Mom
doesn't ﬂ\ihk }\er no-electronics ?oh'c?l 1S workihs.

Ahd MANNY Joihs ih, ‘oo, becavse T guess he
likes +o do whatever his bis brothers are Joihs.

20



Mom sa)ls kids +these Jd}ls dont know how o
interact wi-ﬂ'\ onhe dhoﬂ\er, becavse we're alwa)ls
staring at our screens. So she’s been working with

me and Rodrick on our “social skills.”

One -H\ihs Mom's a|ways +r7ih5 to get me to do is
+o look her in the eye when T'm +a|kih3 +o her.
T can do that for a LITTLE while, but after a
few seconds it Just gets too weird.

The latest -ﬂ\ihs Mom's been Mkihs me do is
practice shakihs hands with Dad. But that's
awkward for BOTH of us.

2



Mom wants me to “branch out” and make more
friends in the heis\\borhooé. But T'm alreq&y
friends with ROWLEY, and he’s all T can really

handle risH' now.

FANCY A
SPOT OF

Even -H\ous‘\ Hhere are a ton of kids on M}'
street, T really cant see beihs friends with any
of them. T ALREADY feel like T'm makihs an
excep-tion for Rowle)l, and the options go downhill
from -H\ere.

Our house is hal{way vp Surrey Street, and
Rowley’s house is near the top. Sometimes i*'s a pain
to even go see HIM, becavse T have o pass b}/
FREGLEY’S house to do it. And nine times out of

ten, Fre3|e7 is hanging out in his front yard.

22



A \
\
sHm

' BETCHA I CAN
FIND YOUR
“TICKLE -SPOT™!

Across the street from Fresley is Jacob Hoff, but
he almost never comes outside because his parents
are a|wa>/s makihs him practice the clarinet. And
on either side of Jacob are Ernesto Gutierrez and

Gabriel Johns, who are in my grade.

E mesto and Gabriel are nice kids and all, but
+\\e7/ BOTH have bad breath, so those two are
Per-(ec-l‘ for each o+)ner.

23



Two doors down from me is David Marsh, who's
really into karate. He's best friends with Jose?h
ORourke, who's always Joihs Someﬂ\ihs to get

Nimself th'ureJ.

Next door +o Jose‘)h is Mitchell Pickett, who makes
a killihs selling Vremacle snowballs in the winter.
Ahd mark "'7' words, ohe Jay -H\a+ kid's gonhha be
a MILLIONAIRE.




Mitchell lives next 4o a bo)l ohe year younger +han
me who eVerybon calls Svee& Burn\:. But ?eo\vle
steer clear of Hm because h’s +wo older broﬂ\ers

are dlreaJy n Jail.

There’s a kid named Pervis Geh‘h‘)l who has a 4ree
house in \\is backyard, ahd \\e svehJs his Summers

Solvihs heiahborhoo& crimes. But most of ‘H\e +ime
+he person resPohsible is S\Deed Bumv.

ool
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’ﬂ\ere’s aq duﬂex ﬂ\ree-quar-l'ers of H\e wa)l down
the hill, and the two families who live in i+ HATE

each o-ﬂ-\er.

T can never kee\) the kids in that house s+rdi3¥\+,
but I know one of -H\em is named Gino because }\e
}\as a tattoo on }\is arm, eveh +)nou3h ‘\e's ohly

Some-ﬂ'\ihs like seven years old.

There’s a boy who lives with his srdhémo-ﬂ\er a few

Joors Jowh, ahd Hs name is Gibson.

26



EVeryohe calls him Baby Gibson, because no matter
}\ow muc}\ time goes b}/ he never seems to 3e+ ahy

OLDER. For all T know, Bab)l Gibson is -H\ir'ly-
two years old and he’s got kids of his OWN.

e

There’s a ‘:v|a73rou‘> of Presd\oolers +hat gets
+ose+her twice o week at Mrs. Jimenez’s house. T
don't know which kids are HERS and which ones
are her FRIENDS'. What T DO know is that
those kids are +o+al|7 out of control, and +he

moms Joh'+ reo\||>/ seem to care.




There are some older kids on our street, +oo.
Ah'ﬂ\ohy Denard is a sa\ﬂ\omore in }“'3}‘ school,
and he just started shaving. But he got carried
away with the razor blade and accidehhlly shaved
off one of his eyebrows.

Ah'ﬂ\ohy drew i+ back on wiﬂ\ a brown mrker,
but he didn't do a sood Job , and now one half of

his face always looks svr?n'sed.

Ah‘f)nohy’s best friend is S)neHoh Reyes 5 w’no tried
to make mohey ?lowihs +he heishbors' Jn'Veways
the first time i+ snowed this winter.

But Sheldon doesn't have his license 7/e+, and he
did a lot of ddmse in our heis‘\borhoocl before his
JAJ -Fouhd out }\is soh was usihs }\is truck.

28



A few doors down from me are -H\e Garza twins ,
Jeremy and Jameson, who made vp their own
|ah3ua3e when ﬂ\e)l were toddlers. And when

+hose +wo are +ose+\1er, no one can understand a

word +¥\e7 sa}l.
GRUNT SMACK
CLICK SMACK
WHISTLE CLUCK
) ( WHISTLE
e

There are a bunch of GIRLS on my street, oo,
but -H\ey're Just as bad as the GUYS.
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The Marlee sisters live across from Rowle)l’s Nouse,
and all five of them were born within a few years
of each other. T don't know what their deal is,
but +those girls will just rahc}omly attack people

who come into +}\eir yqrd.

E milia Greenwall lives a few doors down from the
Marlee sisters. Emilia always dresses like a princess,

and T think she’s seen too many Disv\ey moVies.

FOLLOW
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Latricia Hooks lives in the ohe-s+or>l house across
from the Ju‘alex, and she’s a six-foot-two Hs\\
schoo| Juhior. Rodrick won'+ 90 dh}/where NEAR
Latricia, becavse she used to bully him when he was
MY dse.

Latricia’s sister Victoria is in love with Ernesto
Gutierrez for some reason, and Victoria’s best

friend, EVelyh Trimble, dresses like a vampire.

Th fact, T'm ‘Jre-H7 sure EVelyh thinks she IS a
Vampire, which is one reason T'm slaJ T don't ride
ﬂ'\e bus ah)lmore.

3



T haven't even mentioned HALF +he kids who live
on my NIl But if T went down the whole list, i+'d
+ake FOREVER.

Mom always asks me w}x)l T'm not friends with any
kids at+ the BOTTOM of +he hill, even +housh
T've 4old her a million times w}\y +ha+'ll never
HAPPEN.

Surre)l Street is divided into two halves. There's
UPPER Surrey Street, w\\id\ is -H\e h’“ n ahJ
LOWER Surrey Street, which is the flat part at

‘H\e bottom.

UPPER
SURREY
STREET

And even -H\oush we all live on the same street,
the Nill kids and the non-hill kids cant STAND

onhe ahoﬂ\er.
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Livihs on the hill is no fun. First of all, i+'s rea||7
far from the school, and that last stretch at the
end of the Ja)l is ho Joke. ESPECIALLY when
i+'s hot like it has been |a+e|7.

The wors+t -H\ihs about |ivih3 on a hill is that there’s
not a lot 7lou can DO on it. And if )’ou want o
?'“}' with a ball, you can -Forse-r about it.

L




But the kids who live at the BOTTOM of +he hill
have i+ MADE. Their part of the street is FLAT,
so +\\e7 can do ahy-ﬂ\ihs -ﬂ\e?/ want down there.
That's w\\}l all +he athletes come from LOWER
Surre)l Street.

The -H\ihs is, the kids who live a+ the bottom of
our street think +he7 OWN it. And if any of us
Nl ?eoyle come down there 1o PLAY, the Lower
Surrey Street kids won+ LET us.




Tn fact, the reason it ook me four yedrs +o
learn 4o ride a bike was becavse T had +o do i+

in five-second s‘>ur+s.

But when it SNOWS, +he +ables are turned. All
of a sudden the Lower Surrey Street kids want +o
use our il for SLEDDING, but +hat's when we
give +hose 9uys a taste of their own medicine.




Most of the time we can kee\) the Lower Surrey
Street kids off the hill. But -H\ey're SNEAKY,

and sometimes -H\ey sli‘> past us.

Last winter, a bunch of +he Lower Surrey
Street kids {)ous}ﬂ' the same winter gear as the
hill kids, and it was WEEKS before any of us

caus‘ﬁ' on.




Tf you live on Surre)l Street, )lou’re either a
HILL kid or a NON-hill kid, and there’s no
switching sides.

There’s a kid named Trevor Nix who lived on the hill

until last summer, which is when his fam’ly moved o
a bisser \\ouse at -H\e bottom of 'H\e street.

But the kids down there still consider Trevor a
HILL person, so 'ﬂ'\e)l won'+ let him ‘)ldy on the
street. Us hill kids think of him as a +raitor for

movVing, and we won't let him sled in the winter.

So now Trevor is bas.‘cally stuck indoors year-rouhcl.
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There’s a lot of bad blood between +he Upper
Surrey Street kids and the Lower Surre)l Street
kids, which is w}\y we can+ be friends. But
whenever T +r>l to ex\aldih the situation +o Mom,
she Just doesn't get it

Tn fact, NONE of +he moms on our street do.
'ﬂ\efre all friends with each other, and -H\e)/ have
no CLUE about w)nd‘l"s REALLY soihs oh.

La+e|7/, +\\ou3\\, +\1ihss have been ?re++7/ calm on
our street. Us hill kids kee‘> 1o OUR side, and the
other 9uys kee‘) 4o THEIRS. But if someone does
sameﬂ-\ihs s+u‘>iJ, +his whole ?lace is gohna BLOW.
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Suhdaz

The +ern\>era+ure Jro?\)ecl about fifteen desrees
over the weekend, so +on>/ my -Family was out
|ookih3 for our pet pia.

|-MARCONIS || ] —
. - Youb Shop i

(i

For Christmas vacation, my family went away and
we left +he pig in a kennel. But T guess the pig
+\\ou3\\+ it shovld've come WITH us, and it wasn't
Yoo ‘\a‘)‘;y about beihs lef+ behind.

%

fl
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When we got back HOME, +he Pi9 le+ us know
how it fel+ about not beihs included on our fqmily

vacation.

After a few Ja?ls of the pig acting out, Dad
decided ehoush was ehous)n . and he sent it to
“obedience school.” But the next morning we got

a call from the |ad7 who runs the Vlace, and she
said our Pi9 ESCAPED.

LY

v
AT

| Fl




We've been putting vp signs askihs for }\el\a
fihdihs our lost pig ever since. But that 'H\ihs is
SMART, so T don+ think it's LOST. T+ just
doesn't want to be FOUND.

1 'Fisure 'ﬂ\e ‘753 1S ‘)t‘obably o-H‘ HIBERNATING
somewhere. Mom Sd)’s pigs dont do that, but if
you ask me, I 'ﬂ\ihk +\\e>l SHOULD.

T£ T was an animal, that's EXACTLY what I'D
be doing right now. On the last Jay of the fall,
T think everyone should get in +heir pajamas and
check out until the spring.

e

When T was younger, T ac+ua||7l TRIED +o
hibernate, but it didn+ work.
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T uvsed 4o get SUPER excited for Christmas,

and once December rolled around it was reall)l

hard for me +o wait until +he bis Jay.

So one year on December 1s+, T +old my parents
T was gohna go o slee?, and that -H\ey shovldn'+
wake me vp until Christmas mornhing. T was \are++>/
Sut")t‘iseJ when -H\ey didn'+ put up a f.‘s\ﬁ.

T went to bed that his‘ﬂ', bt T ohly sle‘)-l' unil
1:30 per. the next Jay. Then my slee? schedule

was screwed up for 'H\e next two weeks.

|
| lj| - ®LINK 2
% BLINK -

A
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Mom says it's IMPOSSIBLE for human beings
1o hibernate, but T’m not 100% convinced
+hat's TRUE.

There’s this group of wild kids who live in the
woods, and eVeryohe calls +them the Mihsos. You
never see the Mingos in the WINTER, and

wheh -ﬂ-\e)l make -ﬂ\eir first appearance n +¥\e
SPRING, -H\e)/ look like -H\e)/ Just woke vp.

So if +\\e7’re not HIBERNATING, T don+ know
WHAT +\\e7’re Joihs all winter.

The rest of us NORMAL Veovle have o srth it
out and deal with the cold weather.
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And the ohl)' way o do THAT is 4o stay inside

as much as ?ossible and kee\v warm.

When we got back from our trip a few weeks
490, +¥\ere was a ?qckdse on our front s+e\>.
T+ was a Christmas gift from Aunt Poro-r}\)/,
and when we oPeheJ i+, there was a siah‘i'

BLANKET inside.

That -H\ihs was AMAZING. T+ was rea||7 soft,
but i+ was also HEAVY, which is exac-ﬂy how T

like my blankets. The ohl)l VroHem was that the
gift was for all three of us boys, and we started
-ﬁshﬁhs over it "‘5"‘+ away.

We wanted 4o use the blanket at +he same time,

so Mom told us we were gohna Nave to take

TURNS with i+.
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But the three of us have never been dh)’ sooJ
at+ SHARING, so Mom had to make a blanket
schedule tha+t sPelleJ out who got fo use it when.

Blamkat Achodule

©:00 PM. 7:30 PMm. Q:00 PM.
6:30 PM. 8:00 PM. 9:30 P.M.
7:00 P.M. B8:30PM. 10:00 PM.

But that wasn'+ rea||7/ FAIR. Mahhy has his
OWN blanket, so he was Jouble-di‘:Pihs.

When i+ was MY turn o use the blanket, T +ried
+o make the most of i+.
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But it was reall)l hard to en J°)’ myseh[, because
Rodrick would start+ hoVerihs over me when T still
had fifteen minutes left on my shift.

We each got three half-hour shifts a his’ni', but
Rodn'ck wouH checﬁ Mahhy out of HIS +urn b}l
+q]<ih3 +he blanke+ into the bathroom risH' before
Mahhy's shift was supposed +o START. Then
Rodrick would sit in there for an HOUR, which
cot into MY shift.

POUND
QOUND
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So Mom made a rule that we can’+ +ake the
blanke+ into +he bathroom.

One his}ﬁ' T sle\>+ with the blanket in my room,
and Rodrick com?ldiheJ because he wanted +o use
it while he ate breakfast. Mom made a NEW rule
that said if you sle\>+ with the blanket, i+ had +o
be returned downstairs by 8:00 a.m.

B)/ +he end of the first week, there were so
mdhy rules 'ﬂ\cﬂ' Mom *\ad o ‘>u+ +)nem all ina
MANUAL, whid\ ehded vp beihs sameﬂ\ihs like

+weh+7l-1fiVe pages |oh3.

BLANKET
USER’S
MANUAL
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But THAT didn't solve our ?roHems, and
eVeh+ua||7l Mom took the blanke+ away to give it
to someone who “deserved” it. She said it was our

fault we couldn’+ have sameﬂ'\ihs nice, because we

didn+ know how +o SHARE.

Growh-u‘)s are alwqys +d|kih3 about how great
sharing is, but ?ersohd")’, T +hink i+'s overrated.
Ahd if I ever 3e+ ehoush mohey . I'm gohha
build o bis castle all for mysdf , and there’s gohha
be a bis \\edv)l blanket in every room.




Moh&qz

When T woke vp +his morning, it was below
-freezihs outside. T was relieved it ac+ua||>/ fel+ like
WINTER again, but when Mom told me T had +o
wear thermal underwear to school, T ‘ﬂ\ous}ﬁ' ma)lbe
3|o{>o\| warming isn+ such a bad ‘|"\ih3 after all.

T HATE wedring thermal underwear, because it's
uncomfortable N and I feel RIDICULOUS wean'hs
i+. Thermal underwear looks cool when i+’s on +he
mannhequin at the mall, but when T put it on, T
Just look like a retired superhero.

g
A

THERMAL GEAR

The manhequins at +he mall are alwa)ls super boff,
and -H\e)l make 9vys like me who cant s?ehJ three
*\ours in -H\e sym eVery Jo\)f look bad.
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TFT ever get in red||7 sooc! s‘\a\)e, Tm gonna
sigh up to be a manhequin model. Because that would

be an awesome -ﬂ\ihs ‘o bro\s about on a Jo\+e.

The manhequins )lou see at the sports store are
always in athletic poses, and it looks like i+ would
be HARD +o stay in that position while someone
sculpts you: And that's Just too much effort for a
Job +hat should be EASY.
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So when T A\)\Dly for the Job, Tm gohna do i+ at
the bed and bath store.

Mom says T'm LUCKY 4o have thermal underwear,
because our ANCESTORS didn'+ have this kind of
stuff o kee? them warm.

Sometimes T WONDER about my ancestors,
ﬂ\ous‘\. T have no idea w‘-\y -ﬂ-\e)l chose o live
HERE when -H\e)/ could've ?icked somewhere a
whole lot WARMER.




But T cant corn\aldih, because +¥\e7 SURVIVED,
and eVeryﬂ\ihs +¥\e7 did led direc-fly to ME. T
Just wish ﬂ\e?l could see how T +urned out so
ﬂ\ey'c} know all +heir sacrifices were WORTH it.

1 guess were ALL lucky Yo be ’nere ) because
*\umdh beihss *\aVe "\d& o 90 +\\rous‘\ a LOT 4o

3e+ +o w}xere we are how.

At school, we learned that 10,000 years ago a
bis sheet of ice covered half +he planet. And if
?eo?|e made it ﬂ\rous‘\ THAT, T guess we cah
get ‘H\rous}\ ANYTHING.

M}/ teacher said that one Ja)/ the Earth is
gohha be in another ice age and the slaciers will

come back, bt T ‘\o‘)e it doesn'+ hd‘)?eh qh7/+ime
SOON.
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T've heard glaciers move SLOWLY, which is a
Sooc} -H\ihs. Because ma)lbe we'll have a chance o

DO Someﬂ\ihs about it.

T dont know which is worse, a ?lahe-r +hat’s +oo
HOT or one that's o0 COLD. All T know is
that +o<la7 it was cold, and it wasn't fun wa||<ih3

Yo 5choo| in -H\e morhihs.

1 -h’iecl ‘o cheer myse”‘ up b}l ﬂ\ihkihs of ‘H\ihss
T LIKE about the winter, but T came up with a
really short list. Christmas is great and all, but
after that it's Jus+ a |oh3 5|°3 1o the s?rihs.
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T've decided +he ohl)' -H\ihs that qc+ua||7 makes
winter worth it is the HOT CHOCOLATE. T
used to be on the Sa-Fe-l')/ Patrols, and T'd get free
hot chocolate a+ school. But after T got kicked
off, T had o start bringing my OWN.

La+e|7, T've been fillihs a thermos with hot
chocolate every morning, and that kee?s me warm
on the walk o school.

But +oda7/, Dad must've 3raH>eJ MY +hermos
and left me with HIS. And T didn't realize what

}\a\)\)eheé ontil T 4ook a giant sul\a of cream of

MUS"\ room SOU? .

T wish Mom and Dad would drive me 4o school in the
mornhing, but -H\ey leave a half hour before T do.
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There are some kids on my hill whose parents drive
+hem in on cold Ja)ls like +oda)l. But when me and
Rowley +r7 to ﬂas them down 1o hitch a ride,
ﬂ\ey won't even make eye contact. And +hat

really stinks, because us hill kids are su?\:oseJ +o
have each other’'s BACKS.

T+ was so cold out +odo\>/ 5 the teachers decided
to kee? us indoors for recess, which was Perfec-rly

fine with ME.
The LAST +ime we had ovtdoor recess on a de like
+oda>l, Albert SGhJY was sayihs it was so cold that

your spit would freeze before i+ hit the GROUND.
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Well, i+ turns out he was WRONG, and recess
+hat da)l was a total NIGHTMARE.

Usmlly, indoor recess isn+ Very fun. We're
supposed +o ?la)l board games and do arts and
crafts, but kids always get restless and find ways
Yo liven -H\ihss vp-

So +on}l, our teacher said we were gohna +r>/
some+hihs NEW.
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She +a03¥\+ us how o ?la)l a game called
“Museum,” where eVeryohe Nas to freeze like a

statve and hoH still for as |oh5 as Vossible.

T+ was qc+ua||>/ \are++7l FUN, but when recess

ended, T realized it was Just an easy way to get
us to BEHAVE for a half hour.

T’ne +)nih3 1 don’t like about beihs indoors at
school in the winter is that a lot of kids are

SICK, and T really don't want someone aetting
ME sick.

Our 5choo| is FULL of germs, and NOBODY

covers -H\eir mouﬂ\ w}\eh ﬂ\ey cous}\ or sheeze.
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Walkihs down the ‘\allwqy between classes is like

walkihs -H\roush a war zone.

Nobo&y remembers to sneeze into the crook of
their arm, and kids like Albert Sth}l aren+
HELPING +\\ihss. Today at |uhc¥\ . Alber“l' ‘I'oH

a s+or7/ about a 3"‘7’ who covered his sneeze, and
when he did, he blew his head clean OFF.
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T +old Albert his s+or>l wasn + trve, but he swore
it WAS. He said the vy ac+ua||7 SURVIVED,
and now he works as a grocery bo\sser at the local

S}\o\:-h-Dash.

Alber+'s ALWAYS s?reqéihs bad information like
that, and the kids at my table believe every word
he says. So now there's ZERO chance any of
+hese 9vys will cover their mouths the next +ime
+\\e>/ have to sneeze.

A couvle of weeks ago, Albert said that when
someone's ?e-f dies in the winter, -H\ey have to wait
until the sroth +haws in the spring before i+ can
be buried. He said -ﬂ\ey need somewhere +o KEEP

ﬂ\eir ‘>e+s in -ﬂ-\e meantime.
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Albert said +he people in our town use +he school
cafeteria’s walk-in freezer +o store their pets
for the winter, and that right now it's full to
CAPACITY .

.

frm almost POSITIVE ﬂ'u's iS Jus+ ahoﬂ\er ohe
of Albert’s stupid made-up stories. But until we
find our PIG ) T'm not gonha order +¥\e Pork
Barbecve Sveciah Just in case.

T serious|7 -ﬂ\ihkihs of d\ahsihs lunch +ables,
because T'm tired of sitting with Albert Sath
and all +hese other idiots every day. One kid T
won+ miss is TecH)' Silvetti, who wears the same

sweater all winter |oh3.
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TecHy’s sweater has NEVER been cleaned, and
+here are food stains all over it. Sometimes the
kids a+ my table try to guess what each stain
IS, which is what -H\e)/ were Joihs +odq7/.

See, this is the reason girls at my school have
Pic-l'ures of Pop sihsers in ﬂ\eir lockers. T’ne suys
in m)l srade Jus+ aren+ 3ivihs 'ﬂ\em ahy soocl
OPTIONS.

T can’t even IMAGINE how many germs are on
TecHy’s sweater, which is w}\y T sit at least two

seats away from him.
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Most of my brain power at school goes o kee\)ihs
+abs on whose germs are WHERE. And T've
already filled vp two notebooks this winter.

[0:03a.m. ; Justin 1.
Snheezed on hand and

| md’\ed button on
water fountain

110:21 g.m.: Shelby M.
Coug'hed oh ?encil
S‘harpener‘

10:23 a.n:'n..' Dylan L.
| Didnt wash hands
ofter using the
bathroom

The times it gets +rick7 is when you have TWINS
like Jerern}l and Jameson Garza. T can't +ell them

apart, and +oJa7l it looked +o me like one was
sick, but the other one WASN'T.




So T shot a s?i-l'ball in the sick one’s hair to make
it easier Yo kee? track of him.

The ohly GOOD -H\ihs about beihs sick is the

cherry lozenges Mom gives me when T have a sore
+hroat. T know you’re su??oseJ to suck on them
real slow, but T chew those ﬂ\ihss like CANDY,

and T 90 +\1rou3\\ a few ‘mcks a Jay.

The girls in my srqde LOVE +the smell of cherry
lozenges, which almost makes beihs sick WORTH i+.

=
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Uh{or+uha+e|7, the GUYS in my srade like +he
smell, too. And +\\e7’re always +r)lih3 to get me
1o GIVE them some.

A few weeks 490, T ‘H\ous}ﬁ T felt a sore throat
comihs oh, o\hJ I broush-t -H\ree ?acks of cherry
lozenges to school with me. T ke\rl' ohe Pdck in my
Pocke-l' and the OTHER +4wo in my locker.

But Jake McGoush sniffed out the ‘)dcks T was
kee?ihs in my |ocker, ahd b7l -ﬂ\e time 1 -Fouhd
out, S?eed Bum? had already ‘)icked +he lock.

=)

T wish T didn't have +o go to school at ALL
Jun’hs cold and flu season. Maybe ohe da)l T buy
one of those bis plastic bubbles so T'm not ex?ose&
+o other kids’ germs.
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Bt T'm sure my bubble wouldn'+ last a DAY before
some Jerk ?o\a\aeé it.

EVeh 'H\ous\\ I \\cﬁ'e beihs sick i I’m kih& of 3'0\&
+\\e>/ haven't come up with a cure for the cold 7e+.

Because if +\\e7 DID, T wouldn't be able +o fake
beihs sick and s-ha)/ Nome from school 4o V|°7

ViJeo games.
COUGH... IT™M NOT
FEELING SO GOOD!
dgd> /YEAY,
RIGHT!
A
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T+ was even colder +on)l onh the walk HOME
+han it was on +he walk 4o school. And +his time
me and Rowley were -Facihs the WIND, which made
it ten times WORSE.

—_— CHATTER
. .--'"'- CHATTER

T+ was so bad that we had to make a few pit
stops on +he way home. The first place we ducked
in was -H\e ?iuq s}\o\), because -ﬂ\ere's a bis oven
in there, so it's always warm inside. But when the

vy who ownhs the place realized we werent aonna
9y ? 9

BUY dh}lﬂ\ihs, \\e kicked us out.

“ASSI Hl




Our next stop was +he +own Iibrary. That's a
Public buildihs, and T knew -ﬂ\ey couldnt tell us
to leave. But when the librarians started getting
Pus‘v with the books, we left on our OWN.

T wish we'd used the bathroom in the |i{>rar>/ before
we hea&e& back ou+sicle, +\\ou3h, because w\\eh we
got \\alfway home, Row|e>/ rea||7l needed o go- We
knocked on a few doors, but when ?eo?Ie saw us,

ﬂ\ey Pre+ehcle& -H\ey werent home.




We fihally got someone +o ANSWER, but l>7l +ha+
point Rowley's face was so frozen, he couldn't

even form WORDS.

B}/ -H\e +ime we so+ o Surrey Street, I +\\ou3\\+
Rowle)l was gonhha have a medical emergency. But
T knew none of the Lower Surrey Street ‘>eo‘>|e

were gohhd let us ihside -ﬂ\eir }\ouses.

There’s a big ROCK in Mr. Yee's front yarcl,

and T +old Rowley he should duck behind it o do
his business. Persamlly, T wouldn'+ pee outside in
THIS kind of cold, becavse Albert Sdhéy told us a
story about what happened +o a avy who DID.
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But T didn't feel like i+ was the rESH' +ime to
mention that +o Rowle)l, and T'm not redlly sure he
}\d& o 90 number ONE, ""’?’W“)’-

Whai'eVer ‘\e was Joihs back -ﬂ\ere, he was +akih3
FOREVER. Some of the Lower Surrey Street
kids came out of their houses +o ?lay, and before
long Rowley had drawn a crowd. T Just backed

off, becavse T really didnt want Peo\)le +o know
T was WITH him.

ZUFF WHUZ
WHUFF WHOO

'ﬂ\nhk-(ully, Row|e>/ wra‘)?ecl +\1ihss vp and we

30+ out of there before dh)lohe realized what he
was DOING. Because this is Jus-i' the sort of

s+u‘>iJ -H\ihs +\\a+ could end vp s?arkihg a WAR.
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Tuesdaz

T+ was sen‘ously cold again +his morning, so T
Jus my scarf and a pair of old gloves out of
the closet. Mom said T should wear the mittens
Gramma knitted for me last winter, but when
she made +hose +\'u'hss ) she -Forso+ to add the
THUMBS .

So whenever T put them on, it's bdsicdlly like
wearing SOCKS on my hands. And +}\e7're
+o+a||7 USELESS in a snowball fis\\-l'.
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Mom said T should wear earmuffs, too, but the
ﬂ\ihs T've learned is that if kids know you can+
*\ear -H\em COMING " you’re Jus+ ASKING for it.

o ° g o 50 o—8—g—0——9 5 29

'ﬂ\e reason I se-l' SO cold is because 'rm SKINNY,
and T dont have any insulation. EVery winter, T
fry 1o eat a lot to give myself an extra layer of
blubber. But T guess Tve 3o+ a fast metabolism .
because hoﬂ\ihs T do ever seems to WORK.

T +hink i+ was Someﬂ\ihs like +en &esrees outside
+his morhihs ) and on the walk o school T started
wahJen’hs if a Versah's BLOOD could freeze.
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T've heard \aeo\ale are Some-ﬂ\ihs like 60% WATER,
so T guess it's POSSIBLE. But i+ kind of feels
like Someﬂ\ihs Albert Sahdy would make vp.

What T was worried about the MOST was
FROSTBITE. B}/ the time T was halfway +o
school, my ears were STINGING, and T really
wished T had listened +o Mom about the earmuffs.

T ‘H\oush-l' one of my ears rm'3¥\+ ac+ua||7l fall OFF,
and that T wouldn't notice until T was in class.

MR. HEFFLEY, DO

YOU HAVE YOUR
HOMEWORK

ASSIGNMENT?

T+ wasnt Just my EARS T was worried about,
ﬂ\ous‘\. A‘J‘mreh-l'ly there are a LOT of boc}y
parts where you can get frostbite.

12



T wouldn+ want +o lose my NOSE, becavse T'd
look a litHe freak)' without one. Then again,

my desk in Social Studies is n's\ﬁ next to the
BATHROOM, so a+ least THAT situation would
get a litte better.

Plus, my hose ALWAYS runs on cold Jays, and T

never realize T've got frozen snot on my face until
it's too late.
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T'd like to hdhs oh to my LIPS, 400, because if
T didn't have them i+ would a|wa}ls look like T was
SMILING. And in certain situations, that could

be a real ?roblem.

I'™M GLAD YOU FIND
THIS SO AMUSING.

T was |uck7/ T found those GLOVES, because

T wouldnt want o lose any FINGERS, either.
The ohly ﬂ\ihs T'd be willing o give vp would be my
Pihky toes, becauvse T }mrdly EVER use mine. The
last time T can remember using +hem was when T
was in ?resd\ool and T needed +o count +o +weh+7l.
But other than that, T'm Jrawihs a blank.




T guess a lot of OTHER kids were worried about
frosthite, too, because when T got +o school,
+here was a whole line of boys in the bathroom
waiting Yo use +he hand erer. And that made me
five minutes late for first ?erioJ.

¢WOOS, |

e

T+ wasn't as wih&y on the walk home +ony, but
it was just as COLD. Me and Row|e7/ stopped at
the pizza ?lace again o warm up, because Rowley
found a coupon for 4wo free meatball subs in his
coat Pocke‘r.




After we left the pizza s\\oy, we still had o |oh3
way 1o walk. But that's when T had an idea.

M}/ Gramma’s house is hdh[wqy between our school
and Surrey Street, and T knew there was no one
HOME. That's because Gramma goes down south

each winter and doesn't come back until the spring.

During the winter, Gramma sends us pictures of
herself and her friends in their bathing suits +o
let us know that she's }\avihs a 3ood time.

Gramma takes her Jos, Sweetie, with her, +oo. So
while T'm freezihs my butt of f vp Nere, i+'s great
+o know Sweetie is Iyihs oh a beach down south
Soakihs vp the son.
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Gramma usuq"y kee\)s a ke)l inside her 34r&eh
ghome n's}\-l' next to the front door. And sure
ehoush, that's EXACTLY where i+ was +oJa7.

T ﬂsureJ we could use Gramma’s house +o warm

vp before the last \aus\\ home. Rowle)l was hervous
about us soihs ihside wiﬂ\ ho dJuH's *\ome . but I
told him Gramma was FAMILY, and she'd WANT

me to use her house while she was away.

When we walked in, T was Vre-Hy sur?riseJ. T+
was like an ICEBOX in there, so T guess Gramma
turns down the thermostat for the winter.
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Us-.uall)l, Gramma CRANKS +he heat. When she’s
}\ome, it's so warm -Hw-l' )lou \\dVe o eat 7Iour ice
cream sandwich with the freezer drawer opeh or

the ice cream will melt in your Nands.

The first +\\ih3 T did when we so+ inside
Gramma’s was turn vp the thermostat. T+ was
+o\kih3 a while for the house to heat vp, +\\oush ,

$o I turned on -H\e oven and we warmed up in a

HURRY .

ﬂ

|\
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Gramma }\d& a buhd\ of snacks in her re{riserai'or,
and me and Rowle}l ‘\el\aecl ourselves. But while we
were eating, we saw Some MOVEMENT out the

front window.

T+ was Mrs. McNeil, Gramma's shoopy hex+-door
heis\\bor. She mustve noticed the lis\\-l' from the

fridge, and now she was Frying to see inside.

We s-hayed out of siskh and eVeh+ua|l7 Mrs.
McNeil went away. But now T knew we had 4o be
CAREFUL, because I rea||7l didn’+ need \\er ca||ih3
+he COPS. So we got down low and went into +he
|ivih3 room, where Gramma has her TV.
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Gramma has ALL +he cable channels, and |ucki|7l
she didn'+ shut THOSE down for the winter. But
we couldn’t risk attracting Mrs. McNeil again,

so we put a blanke+ over ourselves AND +the
television, and watched i+ THAT way.

1 guess we kind of lost track of time . because
when we shut off the TV, i+ was DARK out. B}I
how it was hice and +oas+7/ in Gramma’s }\ouse, and
T redlly didn'+t wanna g back out there in the
cold. So T had an idea for how to make the walk
home a li+tle more COMFORTABLE.

T fisurec! if we warmed up our clothes in Gramma'’s
erer before we headed back out, it would +ake
+he edge off for +he rest of the trip. So we went
down 4o the basement where Gramma kee?s her

|auhdry machines and putina load of clothes.
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We set the timer +o +h.'r+7 minutes and waited.
But it was a little awkward hahsihs out in our

therwear while -H\e erer Jad its ﬂ\ihs.

Plus, i+ was COLD in the basement, so we looked
around for Some-ﬂ\ihs +o WEAR. Row|e7 found
a sweatshirt T gave Gramma for her bir-r}\day,
and he put THAT on. But T didn't feel RIGHT

wearing Gramma’s clothes.
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T found a sweater that Gramma knitted for
Sweetie, and it fit better than T ex\)ec-l'eJ. But
it was a litte ITCHY, and T couldn't remember if
Sweetie ever had FLEAS.

1TCH
1TCH

But while T was |ookih3 around for sameﬂ\ihs +o
swap it with, we heard NOISES vpstairs.

M}/ FIRST ‘H\oua}ﬁ was +}\a+ Gramma gave Mrs.
McNeil a key 1o the house, and now she was inside.
But Rowley said it might be a BURGLAR who
knew no one was home , and T +\\ou3¥\+ maybe he
was RIGHT.

cL.OMP CLOMP




We \\eqrcl some more s+orn\7u'h3 around U\as-hairs, and
wheh -H'\e door o -ﬂ\e basement o\aehec}, we boﬂ\
freaked out.

T looked around for Someﬂ\ihs to use to
DEFEND mysel-F , but the best T could come vp
with was a toilet \)luhger.

Rowley 3rabbed a can of lemon dust spray and one
of Gramma’s purses. Ahd wheh we hear& foo+s+e‘>s

coming down the stairs, we braced ourselves.

D when +\\e7 3o+ near the
bottom, and that's when we made our MOVE.
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T+ 4urmed out it wasn't Mrs. McNeil, and i+
wash + a BURG[AR, either. T4 was MOM.

She was there to do a load of |dthr>/, since our

washihs mdd\ihe at }\ome is broken.

Mom didn'+ say much. She Just +old us +o get our
winter clothes back on and +o get in +he car.

And she was +o+a|l7 silent on the ride back +o our
neighborhood, which was rea||7/ AWKWARD.

84



T fa’sureJ as sooh as Rowley was out of the car,
Mom was gonha yell at me for beihs at Gramma’s
house without permission. But she didn't say

ANYTHING, and she didn+ mention it o Dad

Jun’hs Jihher, ei‘H\er.

After T finished Joihs the dishes, Mom told me
she wanted to have a +alk in my room. She said
it was "Verfedly normal” for boys my age o ?l‘*)'
“make believe,” and that there was hoﬂ\ihs to
feel ashamed of. Then she said she was 3|ad me

and Rowley were using our imaginations instead of

1

-

Playihs video games.

’
]

T have v;/IDEA what Mom -ﬂ'\ous‘ﬁ we
were Joihs in Gramma’s basement. But 4o be
honest with }lou, T kind of wish she had Jus+
GROUNDED me instead.
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FEBRUARY
We&hes&ax
T+'s been showing for the ?as+ few Jo\)/s , and
las+ his}ﬂ' we got another inch and a half.
Uhfor+uha+e|7, +hat wasn't ehoush o close school,
and even if it snowed MORE +than that, T don't
+hink -H\e)l would've given us the Jay off.

We ohly get a certain amount of snow Ja)/s each

year, and if we use them all, then we have o
make up for them Jun‘hs summer Vacation. And

we Ve alrea&y burned -H'\rous\\ most of our show
Jd}ls for this winter, even -H'\ous\\ SOME of them
+ec‘\hica||>/ weren + used because of SNOW.

Th December, the school shut down for +hree
Jays becauvse of a LICE e?idemic.
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Wha+ }\a\)\)eheé was that Lily Bodner came +o
school with head lice, but T guess she didn't know
it. Ahd it SPREAD when she took ‘>ic+ures with
her friends.

SPROING - SPROING

*

So if we're sitting in a Not claSSom in July, T
guess we can all +hank Lily for +dkih3 selfies.

><. 3 e
Sometimes, when it snows in the morning, -H\efll

give us a HALF Jay. But T'm not a bis fan of
half Jays, because we still have +o walk all that
way Just to putin a few hours at school.

What REALLY stinks is when the school looks at
the weather forecast and decides in advance that
+he NEXT Jay is gohha be a half Jay.
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On a half c}ay, the school schedule is the same,
but eVeryﬂ\ihs +akes half the +ime. That goes
for DETENTION , Yoo. Ahd all +he bullies in our
school know that if ﬂ'\ey do Someﬂ\ihs bad +he
Ja}l BEFORE a half Jay, +}\e7’|| oh|7l get Nalf
+he PUNISHMENT.

Sometimes school gets canceled because i+'s
SUPPOSED +o show, and then it DOESN'T.
That's because the school relies on our local TV
weatherman for the -Forecas-f, and he's wronhg at

least 50% of +he time.
GARY GOOFS

.

£ &
AGAIN!
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On New Year's Eve, he said it was gohna be
"T-s\\iri's and shorts weather” the next da)l, bot
+hen it snowed three inches. And when ?eoyle
saw him at the grocery store, 'H\e)/ let Kim know

+\\e7 weren + }\d\:\:}l.
’o’n.. °°°¢:U: .I-a .I
it Y=
- 7 ]

Hohes+|7', T dont see how this avy still has o JOR.
But T guess as long as people like my parents fune
in every hi3h+, Ke's not going ANYWHERE.

- I REALLY
WHIFFED ON
< THAT ONE,
y  FOLKS!




I couldn’t find one of rn)l 3|oVes 'ﬂ\is morhihs )
so T looked for a replacement. T was alreqd)/
ruhhihs late, so -H\e best 1 couH come up wiﬂ\
was a puppet Mom boush-l' to +r>/ and get me to
eat }\eal‘ﬂ\)/ food when T was younger.

MR. MORSELS
LOVES VEGETABLES!

T guess Mom -H\ous‘ﬂ' +hat if Mr. Morsels liked
Vese-hables , then T would, too. But T used Mr.
Morsels to eat MY Vese-hables , and when T found
him +oda7l in the closet, he still had stains on

his face from the peas T wouldn't touch in +he

secoh& sracle.
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T know it's kind of ridiculous +o wear a puppet
as a glove, and T MOSTLY remembered +o kee\)
that -ﬂ\ihs tucked in my coat ?ocke-r on the walk

4o school.

But w}\eh Cassie Drehd\ roJe b}l n her Mo §
car, T TOTALLY forgot Mr. Morsels was still
on my hand.

S?eakihs of GIRLS, +there’s been a BIG chahse
Yo the Safe-ry Patrols in the past few weeks.

There used to be a lot of BOYS on the Patrols,
but most of them quH' or so-i' kicked off before
the start of the new year.
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The last 4wo boys on the Patrols were Eric
Reyhol&s and Dousie Finch, who were both
captains. But -H\e)/ had their badges taken away
in the first week of Jahuar)l when ﬂ\ey got into
a snowball fight in front of the kindergarten

classroom at the elemeh-hry school.

So now the Sm[e-ry Patrols are 100% GIRLS.
And T'll bet -ﬂ\ey’Ve been Vlahhihs o takeover for
a WHILE.

The reason is because the auys at my school can
be real JERKS. And when it snows, +he7llre
REALLY bad.
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After a while, T'm sure the girls got SICK of i,
and that's why -H\ey put themselves in c\\drse.

Now that +he sirls are in power, ﬂ\efre not messing
arouhd. I'F )Iou 'H\row a sihs|e snowball on a sd\oo|
Jay, the Safeﬁy Patrols will report you to the

Prihci\)al, and i+l get you an automatic suspension.

So ﬂ\e 5ir|s are Jus+ PRAYING one of us 5“}'5
will step out of line.




Toclay +he road was cleared, but the sidewalk
WASN'T. W\\eheVer ﬂ\cﬂ' hd\)\vehs, me and
Rowley Just walk in the road. But these new
Sdfe-r}/ Patrols are sticklers for the rules, and
ﬂ\ey wont let us walk in the street, even -H\ous‘\
THEY do i

But it's ?rac-tica"y IMPOSSIBLE 4o walk on the
sidewalk when it hasn't been ‘Jlowecl, ESPECIALLY

when Veovle are clearihs +heir Jn'Veways.




Tn fact, i+'s hard +o even know where the sidewalk
IS, and this morning T almost busted o kheeca? on
a fire \\ydrah-r that was buried in a snowdrift.

The thing that REALLY stinks is that the Safety
Patrols make all us 9vys walk on the STDEWALK,
but 'H\ey let all the GIRLS walk on the ROAD.
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When me and Rowley got to school +o&qy, we were
+o+a||y wi?eé out from the trip in. But the girls in
our class were fresh and ready to go. And if one
of them goes oh Yo be Presi&eh‘h it's because -H\ey
got an unfair d&Vah‘l’aSe back in middle school.

WHO WOULD LIKE TO
COME TO THE BOARD

AND DO THIS PROBLEM?

N\

T don’+ really blame +he Safe-ry Patrols for
s+ickih3 i+ 4o the 9uys in my srdde. Most bo)ls are
basica"y SAVAGES, and -H\e?/ make civilized auys
like ME look bad.

But with this new Sa-fe+7/ Patrol situation, T've
been 'H\ihkihs +here rm'sH' be a wa)l for me 4o
separate myself from those fools.
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T£ T can work FOR +he Sa-Fe+7l Patrols, T can
S+d7' on their GOOD side. And if T re\vor-i' +he
troublemakers +o the sirls , then ﬂ\e)f’" OWE me.

For some reason, ﬂ\ous}\ B shH'cHhs IS rea"y frowned
on in my school. T4 you +ell on a kid for Joihs
sameﬂ'\ihs WRONG, +hen eVeryohe says you’re a
+attletale, and it's hard +o recover from that.

But from what T can +ell, the ohly ?eo?le the
“ho shH'cHhs" ﬂ\ihs \\e|‘>s are +\\e BULLIES. I’m
sure -H\ey’re +he ones who came vp with the idea in
+he FIRST place.




Persaha“y, T don't have ANY \aroblem with
Shi+d\ih3. And d??dreh‘H)’, you can make MONEY

off of beihs a tattetale.

Rodrick +old me about a vy in his ‘\53\\ school who
turned out 1o be a “harc ," which means the 3u>/
PRETENDED 4o be a Hsh-sd\ooler, but he was
ac+ua||>/ a cop in DISGUISE.

T've Keard about this kind of 'H\ihs before,
and sometimes T wonder if there are narcs in

MIDDLE sd\ool , too.

There’s a new kid named Shane Browhihs who
came to our school in +he middle of the year, and
he looks a lot older +han the rest of vs. T'm
starting to wonder if maybe HE'S a nare.
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So T've been giving him the inside scoop oh my

classma+tes, Just in case Ne is.

Jason Swann

Ah}"”“}" +he snow situation is causing a LOT of
?roblems. For the past few Jays, kids have been
wearing their boots in school, and eVeryohe +racks

Show +¥\rou3\\ the hallwqys.

So +odd}’, the teachers made eVeryohe take off
+heir boots in the entryway. But the snow on the
boots MELTED and made a giant PUDDLE.

1



Then kids WALKED 'H\roush +he \>u<H|e on their
way Yo class, and before |oh3 eVeryohe's socks were
SOAKED. One thing led to another, and b)/ +hird
Pen‘o& it was just complete CHAOS in +he hqllwq}ls.

T+ so+ so bad the teachers had +o collect all of
our socks and kee‘) them in the front office.

But a bunch of barefoot middle schoolers isn't such
a 5rea+ ﬂ\ihs, either.
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At the end of the Jay, we all went to the front
office o get our socks. But most socks look +he
SAME, S0 ho ohe could tell w\\ic}\ ones belohse&
+o who.

Luckily, Jake McGoush Nas a red"y sooJ sense
of smell, and he ?o\ireJ each kid vp with their

correct socks.

SNIFF SNIFF
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He even so-l' -H\e socks ris\\-l' for +\\e Garza twins,
which you have to admit is \are++7l IMPRESSIVE.

T was slaJ it was a little warmer on the way home
+oda>/, since me and Rowley didn’+ have Gramma’s
house +o use as a pit stop. But that didn+t mean
+he walk home was EASY.

You're not allowed 4o throw snowballs on the way
}\ome from sd\ool. But AFTER 7/ou 3e+ ‘\ome ) 7/00
can do ahfﬂ\ihs you WANT.

So kids who live close +o school have -Fisured out that
if +\1e7 dro? +heir bags off at +heir houses, that
counts as being HOME. Then ﬂ\ey come after the
kids like me and Rowle)l who still have a long way Yo

WALK.
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'ﬂ\e SAFETY PATROLS 3e+ ambus}\ed , too.
But rules are rules, and -H-\ey're not allowed +o
fight BACK,

Ahd -H\e)/ se-l' aﬁacked from boﬂ\ SIDES. Some
of the kids on my Al who get rides home walk
}\alfway back 4o school Just to get their licks in.
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T+'s suP\)oseJ +o snow another few inches tomorrow.
T +old my parents that T'm saving up for a
SNOWMORBILE so se-Hihs ‘o sd\oo| isn+ such a

hassle on Jd)ls like +on)l.

But Mom and Dad started |is-h'h3 all the reasons
w‘v a middle school kid cant have a snowmobile,
and after a while T kind of tuned them out.

Ahy +ime I come up wi-ﬂ-\ a 300& idea s my ?areh‘rs
shooi' it down. ﬂ'\ey did -ﬂ-\e same exact ﬂ\ihs
when T had my Jossled idea LAST winter.

T figurecl T boush-f a few Joss and +rained
them o ‘)U" a sled, getting +o school in the
morhihs wouH be a SNAP.
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T guess my parents ﬂ\ous‘ﬁ T was JOKING,
ﬂ\ous‘\ ; because +\\e7l told me T should g0 for i+.

But when T used y Christmas money o buy a
litter of puppies from the lady up the street,

Mom and Dad made me return every last one.
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’ﬂwrsdaz
Toclay reminded me why the winter is my least
favorite time of year.

T+ was another snowy qu, but this morhihs T
decided +o do some extra preparation +o s+a7l warm
on the way +o school. Dad lit a fire before he lef+
for work n ahd I -Fisured I coulJ vse it to warm
up my coat and boots before I PU+ -ﬂ\em oh.

Bt T ?u+ my boots too close to the fire, and
+\\e rubber soles mel‘l’ed into -H\e bricks. So w}\eh it
was time to go, ﬂ\ey wouldn'+ BUDGE.

=N ==" 1 1 1 1 |
1 1 1 1 1 | I | 1
1 | 1 1 1 1 1 1

T | 1 1 1 l1| 1

Rowle}l was coming b}l to get me at any minute, so
T Nad 4o fisure out Someﬂ'\ihs ELSE 4o wear on
"'7 feet.

106



T knew +he Samfe+7l Patrols wouldn't le+ us walk
in the street, and m)l sheakers were gohna 3e+

SOAKED if T had 4o walk ﬂ\rous‘\ the snow.

So T created my owh SNOWSHOES ouvt of pizza
boxes and duct tape. And b}/ the time Rowley
knocked on -H\e Joor, T was rea&y +o 90-

Tve so++a say, "'7' snowshoes worked even better
than T EXPECTED. Tn fact, T was moVing
alohg so fast +hat Rowley had +rouble kee?ihe up
with me.




But once we got to the bottom of Surre)l Street,
ﬂ\ihss fell a\aar-h

’ﬂ\e boxes 30+ SOGGY, and T started sihkihs
into the snow. And then i+ was even WORSE
+han havihs sheakers oh, because now T was

erssihs these wet BOXES alohs with me.

T knew this wasn+ workihs, so T had Rowley -h')/
to hel‘) me Pull the boxes off my sneakers. But it

was ?rac-h'cally IMPOSSIBLE, because -H\ey were
Jouble-wm??eJ in duct tape.
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Uhfor+uha+e|7, we were n'sh-l' at the eJSe of the
Guzmans’ yard, and +he7'Ve got about eleven Joss.

T’ne Joss were curious about w}\a‘l' we were Joihs )

and that wasn+ hd\)ihs -H'\ihss.

Then the Joss got AGGRESSIVE and started
-ﬁsh‘h'hs over -H\e ?izza boxes. ﬂ\a-f's wheh I
remembered there were a few slices of pizza s+ill

ih'ﬂ\em.
N




The doss chewed vp +he pizza boxes, and -H\ahkfull)f
didnt take off my FEET. We got out of there
as quick as we could, but my sheakers were getting

soaked in ‘H\e show.

The second T s+e‘>‘>eJ onto the street, -H\oush,
+he Sa{e-r}/ Patrols were rish‘l' +here with their
w‘\isﬁ'les. So I )naci o Jus+ suck it vp and walk on
+he sidewalk.

o . o s {-‘
T+ didn'+ take long for the COLD 4o set in.
T was worried T could lose my TOES # T

didnt find a wqy +o warm them vp- But the
school was still a |oh3 way off, and T was

Jes?era-re.
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So we s+o\>\>ecl every few houses, and T'd shove
my feet into a erer vent until T got +he feelihs
back in rn)/ +oes.

We -Fihally made i+ to school. But i+ took me a
minute Yo realize it was almost as cold in THERE
as it was OUTSIDE.

Zlf — | -
Aﬂmreh-l'ly what }\a‘:v‘)eheé was that the sock
smell from 7es+ercld}l was so strong +hat i+ was
+oo much for the his}ﬁ' Janitor.
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So he went around and o?eheJ all the windows to

let some fresh air circulate.

But then T guess he for30+ +o CLOSE +he
windows at ﬂ\e end of Hs sH-H'. Ahd ﬂ\e furnace

couldn+ keev vp, so it shut down. That meant we
}\acl a w}\ole Jd}l of $choo| wiﬂ\ NO HEAT.

A+ first the teachers let us wear our winter stuff
in class. But T guess that was too weird, so -ﬂ\ey

chahsecl -H\ea'r minds and made us ?u+ our gear in
the lockers.




In His+or>l we were FREEZING, but our teacher
was just FINE. Mrs. Willey kee?s a space heater
next o her desk " and she had that ﬂ\ihs
cranked up to the MAX.

Halfwa/ through class, a girl hamed Beck)'
Cosgrove +i\>‘>ed over her desk and started
yellihs, which was +o+d||7 random.

As ?uhishmeh-h Mrs. \rJi||e7/ made Becky st in a chair
hext Yo her desk. And it took a minute for +he
REST of us +o ﬁaure out what Becky's game was.
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But kids in middle school are idiots, and within
+Hr+7l seconds EVERYONE was +r7/ih3 to get a
seat next to Mrs. Willey.

For the rest of the Jay, eVerybon did whatever
+\\e>/ could o kee\) WARM. Ahd some kids 3o+
Preﬂy CREATIVE about it.

We had a school \’l“)' a few weeks g0, and
Somebody had the bn‘sh-l' idea o 3e+ one of the
costumes  from behind the s-hase.
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While most of us were freezihs our butts
off INSIDE, +he snow was really ?ilihs vp
OUTSIDE. And b}/ fourth Pen’oJ R ‘>eo‘>|e were

freakihs out ‘H\d‘i’ we were gohha be stuck at
school OVERNIGHT.

At lonch, kids bousH' vp eVery-H\ihs in the cafeteria
so -H\ey'd have Some-ﬂ\ihs Yo eat if we 3°+ showed in.
That sent everyone ELSE into a panc, so kids made

a run on the Vehc}ihs machines in the hqllways.

A+ that point, people were just +r7/ih3 to get their
hands on qhyﬂ\ihs +hat was EDIBLE. A rumor
s‘:vreacl that there was food in the SCIENCE lab,
so a bunch of kids ran down THERE.
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And from what T heard, ‘H\e)l ?icked +hat quce
CLEAN.

T +hink the Pn’hci?ql could see that she was about
1o have a RIOT on her hands, so she announced

an early dismissal.

Well +hat was great news for everyone who rode
the BUS home, but us kids who had to WALK
didn't have it so easy. T really wash + |ookih3
forward +o wu|kih3 Nome in a snowstorm, so T
came up with an IDEA. W\\irley Street isn+ oo
far from OUR heishbor\\oo&, so I -Fisured me and
Rowle}l could ride on THEIR bus and +then WALK
+he rest of the way.
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So after we got dismissed, we headed s+rdi3¥\+ for
+he bus line. And we were so bundled vp, hobo&y
even NOTICED when we got on board.

te.. e

.
-
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Tve gotta say, it was kind of WEIRD beihs on
the bus with the W\\irle)/ Street kids, because
ﬂ\ose suys are our ENEMIES. T’ney used o sled
on our hill every winter until -H'\ey discovered +he
13+h ’nole at ﬂ\e solf course.

The 13+h hole is LEGENDARY, and everyone
knows it's the best sleJJihs hill in our town.

But the Problem is that the golf course is part
of the couh+r>l clob, so if you sled there, you're

TRESPASSING.
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Last yeac T wanted 4o see what the fuss over the
13th hole was all about, so T 9ot Rowle)l to come
with me. But Rowley was SUPER nervous about
the +res?qssih3 ‘H\ihs, so he didn't want o 9o-

T had 4o remind Rowley that he and his fam’ly

are MEMBERS of the couh+r7/ clob, so +ec}\hica||7
he WOULDN'T be trespassing.

But T guess Rowley was worried his famﬂy misH

lose +\\eir members}\i? if }\e so+ caus\'rl' s|eddih3. So
to disguise himself, he shook his face really fast,
and ke\)+ that vp the whole time we were there.

Thve gotta admit, the 13+h hole was eVeryﬂxihs
?eo‘ﬂe SAID it was.
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T+ was rea||7 STEEP, and someone buil+ up &
mound of snow hear +\\e bottom where kids were

ca-l'c}\ihs some SERIOUS air.

v b7

We 30+ ina few soocl runs, but that's when the
WHIRLEY Street kids came and kicked everyone
ELSE off ‘H\e solf course so ﬂ\e)/ could ‘\aVe it to
THEMSELVES.




But T was OK with it. As long as those auys
aren+ causing trovble on OUR street, +\\e7 can
have the whole GOLF COURSE for all T care.

The bus ride with the Whirle)l Street kids wasn't a
lot of fun, but me and Row|e>/ Jus-f tried o kee?

a low ?ro{ile 50 ho one would notice us.

We were almost o \t\n\irle}l Street when one of the
kic}s n ﬂ\e back JuJ same-l'hihs rea||7l DUMB. Some
fool ac+ua||7l +hrew a snowball ON THE BUS.
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The second it \w\)?ehecl, the driver ?ullec} over.

She said she wasn+ moVing until the person who
+hrew the snowball turned themself in.

Like I sau'd before 3 -H\ere’s a “ho shH'cHhs" rule in
middle school, so no one from the back of the bus
made a PEEP. T wish T knew who did i+, because
T would've given +hem up in & HEARTBEAT.

T was pretty sure the bus driver was just
BLUFFING about not moVing, and that we'd be

oh our way wiﬂ\ih a few minutes.

But then she broke ovt a BOOK, and started on
page ONE. So we Just sat there and waited for
an HOUR while she read.
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The worst part about the whole ﬂ\ihs was that
the bus driver turned off the ENGINE, so there
was no HEAT.

T’nere was Some conversation soihs oh in -ﬂ-\e back
of the bus, and T +hink a few kids were +r>/ih3
to get +he one who threw the snowball o give
himself vp.

Bt T really wish T hadn't turned around o
look, because when T DID, some eis\-rﬂ\ srader
realized T wasnt from W}\irley Street.




That was all i+ took. These 9vys needed someone
1o take the BLAME for the snowball, and since T

was an OUTSIDER, i+ was a no-brainer for them.

'ﬂ\e bus driver said I needed +o se'l' off ‘H\e

bus IMMEDIATELY. That was fine with ME,
because now that my cover was blown, T didn'+
wanha stick around any longer than T HAD +o.
So T got off the bus, and Rowle}l was two steps
behind me.
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T was \7re'H7 sure we were about a mile from
Surrey Street. The road we were on didn+ have
sidewalks, but there weren+ any Sa{e-fy Patrols
this far out, so we walked on the street.

Five minutes later, we heard angry Voices. T+ was
a bunch of W\\irle)l Street kids, and ﬂ\ey were
comihs s+rai3¥\+ FOR us.

First, those idiots LIED about me -H\rowihs the
snowball on the bus. Then -H\ey BELIEVED +heir
lie, and now ﬂ\e)/ were MAD.

Me and Rowley Nad +o make a choice. We could

either deal with the mob, or RUN. We decided
4o run, and the ohly Vlace to go was into the
WOODS.
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Believe me, that was the LAST -H\ihs T wanted
o do. EVeryohe knows the woods dlohs +hat road
are where the GOAT MAN lives, which is w}\y

hobo&y ever goes n -H\ere.

Rodrick was the first one +o tell me about +he
Goat Man, who he said was a half man, half goat.

T wasn't sure if he meant the top half was a
GOAT and +\\e bottom ‘)ar-i' was a MAN, or if
it was the other way around. But either way, the
Goat Man seemed pretty scary o ™ME.

Me and Rowle)l Nave arsueJ for YEARS over
which version is ris\\-l'. Rowle)l thinks the Goat
Man is s‘>|i+ down the MIDDLE.
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T guess Rowley could be RIGHT, but if you ask
me, T think his version sounds kind of STUPID.

T+'s kind of fun +a||<ih3 about this stuff when
we're oh a sleepover and safe in our sleeping
bass. But now that we were in the woods where
the Goat+ Man ac+ua||>l LIVES, it was no
|qus¥\ih3 matter.

The Whirle)l Street kids must've known about the
Goat Man, too, becavse when we went into the

woods, -H\ey didn't follow vs. T fiaured we d s+q7/
in there Just long ehoush for the W}\irley Street
kids 4o LEAVE, because we didn+t want to be in

+here any lohser than we HAD +o.
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But those suys mustve known we were too
chicken o s+ay in there for |oh3, and we could
see them waiting for us on the road at the ere
of the woods.

So our ohly choice was o g0 Jee?er in, and
that's what we did.

What was WEIRD was how QUIET it was in
there. After a while, T realized we couldn't hear
the cars on the road ) and that's when T knew we
went in TOO Jee\:.

We followed our foo+s+e‘>s back +o the road, but
+he sun was 3oih3 Jowh, and it was 3e+-h'h3 hard
to find our tracks.
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We ?icked vp the pace, because we didnt wanna 3e+
stuck in the woods in the DARK. But when we came

across a set of tracks, we FROZE.

At first we -H\oush-r it was the GOAT MAN.
But then we realized there were TWO sets of
1[oo+\7rih+s, and -H'\ey were OURS. That meant

we'd spent the past ten minutes walking in a
giant CIRCLE.

So we turned around and headed in the OTHER
direction. But then we ran into a CREEK, and

T knew we were lost.




Rowle}l was PANICKED, but T wasn+. T knew
+hat if you get lost in the wilderness, as lohs as
you have WATER, 7/ou're FINE.

T saw a movie where these exvlorers 30+ +rd?\7ed
in the mountains, but ﬂ\e)/ found o s‘>rih3 and it
ke\ﬂ' them alive.

But -H\eh 'I rememberecl -H\a-f w\\eh -H\e)/ so-l'
DESPERATE, +\\e7 Nad to eat their ‘Jack
animals, T Just ho?ed +Hhss didn't reach that
point for US.

1 fa'surecl if we -Followed -H\e creek , it mis\'rl‘
LEAD us somewhere, and at least we wouldn'+ get
lost asaih. But wheh we came across a beaver dam,

Rowley started fredkihs out.
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Rowle}l said beavers are DANGEROUS, and +that
he saw a show on TV where a beaver attacked a
PERSON.

But Rowley’s an idiot. The show he was +q|kih3
about was a CARTOON, and T was ac-i'uall)l
WITH him when he watched i+.

Still, T couldn’t convince Rowley +o s-hay near the
creek, so we had to +urn around AGAIN. And b)l

now i+ was REALLY dark. After walkihs a few
more minutes, sameﬂ\iha bn's‘\-l' caush-l' r-?/ eye. T
ﬂ\ous‘ﬁ mdybe it was the ‘\eaJth's from a car,

ahJ we rah +owarJ it.
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T+ turned out the |53\\+ WAS coming from a car,
but i+ was Just a rusted-out piece of Juhk in the
middle of the woods. And what caush-r my eye was
+he reflection of the MOON on +he burn\)er.

When my eyes ad J'us-l'ed +o the |53¥\+, T realized
there were a LOT of abandoned cars and trucks

all around us.




T saw Someﬂ\ihs sh‘hy sitting on a stump and T
?ickeé i+ vp. The +¥\ih3 was cold and metal, and
when T held i+ vp to my face to take a closer
look, T knew EXACTLY what it was.

T+ was a BELT BUCKLE, and i+ belohsed +o
MECKLEY MINGO.

That meant me and Rowley were smack in the
middle of the Mihsos' CAMP.

Peo‘>|e in my +own have always wondered where the
Mingos live, and now me and Rowle)l had stumbled
into their HEADQUARTERS.
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T H\oush-l' we were LUCKY,, because a+t least
there was no one THERE. But when T +urned +o
LEAVE, Someﬂ\ihs 3ro\H>eJ m7l HAND.

L]

Well, +ec}\ha'ca||7l, Someﬂ\ihs 3ra{>bed Mr. Morsels.
T -H\oush-r for SURE # was Meckle)l Mingo and he
was gohha KILL me for +ouc¥\ih3 Nis belt buckle.

T’nnhk-(ully, T was WRONG. The puppet was
smssed on a 4ruck’s door handle, so T tried o
Pull it free.
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That's when we heard noises coming from INSIDE
THE TRUCK. T realized T had o choose
between saving MYSELF and saving a PUPPET,

and it was no contest.

Prrver
=
@a EEE@

Me and Rowley tore out of there. But when we
were a sood distance away from the Mihsos' camp,
we heard a sound that made my blood run cold.

--------

T didn't know if i+ was the GOAT MAN or the
MINGO KIDS.
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Al T knew for sure was that if we s+o\>\>ed
RUNNING, we'd be DEAD.

T could Kear s}\ou-h'hs behind us, and it was
getting CLOSER. But Just when i+ fel+ like the
Voices were n'sh-f on TOP of us ) we broke -H\rous}\
+he 4rees and into the open.

Luckily, Dad was ?ayihs ATTENTION, or me
and Rowley would've been ROADKILL.

But at least i+ would've been over QUICK. Because

i the MINGOS caus¥\+ us, T'm sure -H\e)/ would've
taken +heir TIME.
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When T woke vp +his morning, T was +o+a||7l
EXHAUSTED. M}/ legs fel+ like rubber from all
+ha+ runhing 7es+erda)l, and T barely got ‘*h)'
rest becavse T had a hi3¥\+mdre +he Mingos were

c\\asihs me.

AR000000000

.

T was gohna tell Mom T couldn’+ go to school
+oda7, but when T looked out the window, T
realized T didn'+t HAVE +o.

136



T+ snowed at least five inches oVerhESH', which
meant school was CLOSED. So T was |oo|<ih3

forward to a nice, relaxihs Jay of Joihs absalu‘rely
NOTHING.

Mom and Dad were alreacly gohe, and Mahhy was
at Jq}lcqre. Rodrick usually slee\)s past 1:00 pem.

oh Show Jays , So I more or less \\dd +‘ne w}\ole

Nouse +o MYSELF.

T went downstairs to make a bowl of cereal and
furn on -H\e TV. But ﬂ\ere was Someﬂ\ihs wrong
with the REMOTE.

7

T noticed i+ felt a litte LIGHT, so T oVehed
vp the back of the remote to see if there was a
missihs bq-Hery.
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T+ 4urns out there werent ANY batteries ihsi&e,
but there was a note from MOM.

T@?xmm
@nxﬂzm,
Load. #he dirhuasher.

1 red||>/ JiJh’-f feel like Joihs d\ores on a SNOW
DAY, so T looked around the house for some
batteries T could ?u+ in the remote. But Mom
mustve KNOWN T'4 do ‘ﬂ\cﬁ', because there
wash + a spare baﬁery ANYWHERE.

JIGGLE o °
JIGGLE —

[

Fr
1 couldh'i' -Fisure out ‘\ow Mom was gonha know
T loaded the dishwasher, since she wasn'+ even
HOME. But when T put in +he last plate and
shut +the Joor, T found Some-l‘}\ihs.
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T+ was another NOTE with a BATTERY +a\>e6
‘o it.

T didn't like where this was \\edclihs. The TV
remote takes FOUR batteries, and at this rate T

was gonhha burn +’nrou3}\ rn)l w‘\ole DAY Joihs c‘\ores.

But -H\eh 'I realized I didn't HAVE +o. ﬂ\e
remote in Mom and Dad’s bedroom is rea||7
SKINNY, and T was Pre++7/ sure it ohly +ook
ONE ba-H'ery.
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And it turmed ovt T was RIGHT. T knew T was
gohha have 4o finish all the chores before Mom
and Dad so+ *\ome, but I 'FisureJ I ‘\GJ ?leh'fy
of time and T deserved to en \joy myself for a
li+He while. So T made myself comfortable on +heir
bed and turned on the TV.

Ordinarily T get a little weirded out being in
Mom and Dad’s bed " but +oJo\>/ T decided to make
an exception. ESPECIALLY when T realized one
of their blankets was the one we got from Aunt
Doroﬂ\)/ for Christmas.

=

A
Wa+c\\ih3 TV in bed was AWESOME, or a+ least
for a WHILE. T was comfortable for the FIRST
+wo hours, but after that rn)' neck started
*\ur'h'hs from |>lih3 n 'H\cﬂ' ‘)osi‘h'oh.
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T've d|reaJ7l decided that when T get a place

of rn}' own, Tm gonha q-Hac}\ M)' TV +o -H\e
CEILING so T can look straight UP at it. But
Tm gonhna have someone install the TV who knows
what 'ﬂ'\e)l're DOING, becavse T don't need +o

be the next Flat S-hahley.

T must've dozed off for a while, because when the
‘:v}\ohe rang it startled me. T+ was MOM, and

1 ‘Fisured s}\e was c‘\eckihs in on me to see if 'rd
finished my chores.

But the reason she was calling was 4o ell me she
couldnt make i+ home in +ime o Pick vp Mahhy at
dd}lcdre, so she was gohna Nave Mrs. Drummond

Jro‘) Mahhy off at the HOUSE.
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That meant T had 4o BABYSIT, which was
gohha really mess up the rest of my Ja)l.

When Mrs. Drummond Jro?PeJ off Mdhh)’ a half
hour later, T didnt know what 40 DO with

*\im. I ‘>u+ Mahhy in Mom ahJ Pad’s room o\hJ
turned on some cartoons, but he followed me back

downstairs. So T guess Mahhy Just wanted +o be
with ME.

T tried to remember what Rodrick used +o do
with me when T was little. But all T could think

of was the time he gave me lemon Juice and told me

it was SODA.
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’ﬂ\eh I remembered o game me and Rodrick uvsed
+o quy +hat was ac-l'uqll}l FUN. We ?re'l'ehdec}
the floor was LAVA, and we had +o s+a7 OFF of

it b)l usihs cus‘\iohs and ?i“ows from ‘H\e couch.

Me and Rodrick used +o ?|a>/ +ha+t game for
HOURS. T fisured T got Mahh)l started, he
could kee? himself entertained while T wra‘>‘>ed vp
my chores. But when T +old Mqhhy how the game
WORKED, ke +o+a||7 freaked out.

CK, THE FLOOR
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So how Mahhy wouldn'+ g0 ahyw\\ere near the
FLOOR. And +hat made +¥\ihss really inconvenient

for me.

But T still had 4o do my chores , or Td be in
Yrovble w‘\eh Mom ahc} Dad 3o+ "\ome. AhJ I ‘\ac}
a BIG one in front of me, which was shoVelihs
+he Jn'Vewa)l.

T knew Mahhy would have a total meltdown if T
left Nim inside with all that lava, so T got Rim

dressed in his show gear, which wasn'+ easy.
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T fisured Mahhy could ?lay on the back deck
while T shoveled +he drEVewqy, and he'd be safe

because +\\e Jeck is c|oseJ n.

N

A

ﬂe show in ‘H\e JrEVewqy was wet and hedvy, and
it was hard +o make any progress. After a half
}\our, T decided to take a break and soak m7/

}\ahds in Ssome warm wa-ter.

Wh’le I was ihside, I -Fisured I'J c\\eck ahJ See
how Mahh)l was doihs out on the back deck. But
Mahhy was GONE. He had built a litte staircase

out of show to escape.




’ﬂmhk{ully, he didn'+ get FAR. But T realized T
couldn’t leave him ALONE anymore.

T +ook Mdhhy 1o the front yaré with me. T+
was getting late, and Dad gets REALLY mad
when the Jn'Veway's not cleared when he comes

}\ome ‘FT‘ON work.

So T shoveled as fast as T could, and Mahhy
‘:vi-l'chec! in to }\el‘x




But there was Jus-l' +oo much show, and not
ehoush TIME. T was reacl}l to give up when some
3ir|s from a different heishbor‘\oor} walked b}l and
offered +o clear our JriVewa)l for ten bucks.

These kids looked YOUNG, and T didn'+ see how
+\\e>/ could do any better than me and Mahhy. But

we could use all the hel‘) we could get, so T was
willihs to give +hem o« CHANCE.

T had five dollars in the drawer next +o my bed,
and T got the other five from the bis Jar of
chdhse Mqhhy has in Nis room. But what T didn'+
realize when T asreeJ +o the deal with those girls
was that -ﬂ\ey had « SNOWBLOWER.
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So H\e)/ were done clearihs the whole Jn'Veway
inside of five minutes.

T fel+ like T was getting n'ﬂ)ed off, so T +old
them T'd ‘m)/ them three bucks instead of en.

Bt T guess this wasn+ the FIRST +ime someone
tried to stiff +them on ?aymeh-h ﬂ\ey moved all
the snow BACK into the Jn'Veway and added the

show from the front lawn Just to make a point.




By the time my PARENTS got Nome, -H\ihss
were worse off than when T STARTED.
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After dinner, Mom and Dad lectured me until
about eis}ﬁ' oclock for not -Fihishihs my chores.
And that’s when Rodrick 3o+ out of bed to

start his Jay.
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5d+urdaz
T usvally sleep IN on weekends, but this morning

Mom had OTHER ‘>|ahs for me.

She said T was going to svehd +he whole Jay
OUTSIDE. 'L told "\er 1,:& 90 out in ‘l"ne

show after T \alayed some Video games, but she
reminded me about Screen-Free Weekends, and T

knew she wash + gonha budse.

When T was younger, T could s?ehd HOURS
P|a7/ih3 in the snow. But howadays, after about

+en minvtes, Tm rea&y +o come inside.

Growh-uvs act like beihs in the snow is the most
fun you can ever have. But you never see | HEM

out +)nere ro||ihs drouhd in it.
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T can oh|>/ remember one time Dad \)layed
with us out in the snow. But THAT ended the

second Rodrick Jum?ed show down -ﬂ\e back of
Dad’s NECK.

Mom's ALWAYS Mkihs us kids g0 outside,
because she says we need our vitamin D, which you
get from the sun. T +ell Mom T get PLENTY
of Vitamin D from the sun in "'7 video games, but

ﬂ\oﬁ‘ kind of reasahihs never works on ‘\er.
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When T went outside +odqy, Mqhhy was
alreq&)/ in the front )rard making showmen, or

WHATEVER you’d call -H\ose ﬂ\ihss.

ottt L

).

We never finished rakihs the lawn in the fall,

so Mahhy used the leaves we didn+ ?ick vp o

decorate his snow friends.




Mdhh)l had used up most of the snow in the yard,
so there wasn't a whole lot+ T could even DO
ou+siJe. I JeciJeJ ‘o hea& vp ‘o Rowley’s " which
meant T had +o pass l)y FREGLEY’S house.
And sure ehoush, he was out in his front )larJ.
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The reason T went +o Rowley’s was because his family
Just got Keated floors. So on cold da)ls, T +r7l to
sPehJ as much time ot his house as POSSIBLE.

S o/ WANNA FINISH e TE
L\ 'BUILDING” ME? = o s oo * °°
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But Mom mustve KNOWN T was gohna go to
Rowle}l’s, because she called his parents and he was
ou+siJe w}\eh 1 so+ +\\ere.

As |oh3 as we both had +o be outdoors, T -ﬁsured
we should make the most of i+. Since T'd dlreaJ7l
done all the hard work of getting vp the hill, T
+old Row|e7/ we should get in a litte sled&ihs.

T’ne ‘>|ow usud“)/ comes ﬂ\roush b7l late morhihs,
So we can ohly getina few sooJ runs before the
street is cleared. But the regular plow Quy was

on VACATION, and +he kids at the top of the
hill 4old the SUBSTITUTE driver that Surrey
Street was two miles down the road. So that

boush-f us some extra time.
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T dont ac+ua||>/ think it's a 300& idea +o mess
around with substitutes, because i+ ALWAYS comes
back to bite yov- Last year we had a long-term

sub in Algebra, and on his first Jay, me and

my classmates all switched seats with each other
because we knew the sub would be re|>/ih3 oh the
seating chart.

ROBERT, DID YOU FINISH
YOUR HOMEWORK?

ROBERT ( HAR HAR




Tve gotta say, it was \are++7l Nilarious }\avihs Nim
call us b}l +he wrong hames every dd}’. But when
+he kid ?re-fehdihs +o be ME started acting like a
+otal TERK, it wasn't so fuhh}l anymore.

GREG HEFFLEY, YOU
COME DOWN RIGHT
THIS INSTANT!

And when our REAL +eacher got back, +he sub
gave her a write-up oh the FAKE Gres He-mey,
which landed ME in detention for two weeks.




Rowle}l only has one sled, but there’s just enough
room oh it for two people. We SqueezeJ oh board
and pointed it down the hill, but with all that
weis\'d', we couldn'+ really get any momentum.

\hﬂ\eh we 3o+ close to ﬂ\e bottom of -ﬂ\e H", we
came +o a dead stop. But +that was Probably a
GOOD -H\ihs , because the kids who made it all the
way down got hailed 57/ the Lower Surrey Street
kids when +¥\e7 crossed into +heir Ferritory.




’ﬂ\ihss could've gotten a lot uslier, but then the
substitute ShowP|ow driver ﬁsured out where Surrey
Street was, and that was the end of THAT.

B)/ then T fisureé we had been outside |oh3 ehoush,
and we tried to g0 inside. But Mom had locked the

door, and T could tell she wasn+ messing around.
9
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Since we couldnt+ SLED anymore, we needed +o
1[1'30re out Someﬂ\ihs ELSE +o do. So me and

Rowle)l went to the em‘ﬁy lot a few doors vp from
my Nouse to decide what +o do NEXT.

T fisurecl as |oh3 as we had to be outside, we
misH' as well s+a)l WARM. A+ school, we watched
a movie about ?eo‘ﬂe in the Arctic who build
IGLOOS +o survive in the cold weather, and T

ﬂ\ous‘ﬁ mdybe we could give it a +r7l.

We made some snow bricks and stacked -H\em +\\e

way +he people in +he movie did. T+ was hard at
first, but then we started getting the HANG of
it. ﬂ\e main -H\ihs was se-Hihs the s\\a?e of the
dome just right so i+ didnt COLLAPSE.
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We were redlly careful, and eVery+\\ih3 held
+03e+her. But when we put in the last brick at
+he top, we realized we -forso-f +o build « DOOR.

Rowle}l started hy‘:ervmﬁlaﬁhs, and T knew if
T didn'+ DO Someﬂ\ihs, Ke was gehha suck vp

all ‘H\e oxyseh n -ﬂ\ere. So I busted -ﬂ\t‘ous’n ‘H\e
top and +took a bis gulp of fresh air.

e @ .,...u-"
e o

Some heishborhoocl kids had been wa+c¥\ih3 us
build our isloo, and with my head s+ickih3 vp, T

must Ve looked like an easy target.
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After those idiots ran out of snowballs, ﬂ\ey
climbed on top of the isloo. But it wasn't meant
to support any extra weight, and within a few

seconds the whole +Hh3 came crashihs down.

Me and Rowle)l were |uc,<7 +o crawl out of there
ALIVE. Once we ‘>u||ecl ourselves out of our ruined
isloo, T decided that we'd had ehoush fun for one
Jq}l. So we went back to the house, and this time
Mom let vs IN.
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T told Mom what }\a\)\:eheé at the em?‘l')l lot,
and how she needed o go out there and yell at
+hose s+u?id kids for us.

But Mom said that learning o deal with “conflict”
is part of growing up, and that me and Rowley
were gonha have +o deal with this on our OWN.
T didn'+ like the sound of THAT. T ﬂ\ous*ﬁ' +he
whole POINT of having parents is that you’Ve
got someone to solve your ‘Jroblems FOR yov:

Dad was |is+ehih3 from the other room, and he
had a TOTALLY different take. He said that
+he heishbor‘\ood kids had Just declared WAR on
me and Rowle)l, and if we didn'+ ﬁs}ﬁ' BACK,
ﬂ\ey'c} +hink i+ was OK +o attack us whenever
ﬂ\e)f WANTED.
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Dad said that when HE was growing up, his
heis\\borhooé turned into a BATTLEFIELD every
+ime it snowed. Kids buil+ giant show forts and
had epic showball 143}\‘!’5, and eVeryohe was part of

a different “clan.”

Dad said each clan had its own FLAG, and when
you cap-l'urec} sameboéy else’s fort, you ‘)lah'l'eJ a
-nde +o mark your +erri+or>/.

Well, Row|e7 -H\ous‘ﬂ' WE should form a clan,
and he really liked +this FLAG idea. T +\\ou3¥\+
it seemed kind of DUMB, but as lohs as mkihs
a flag gave us an excuse to be INDOORS for a
while, T was all for it.
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We found an old \>i||owcase in the lduhdry room,
and got some markers out of the J'uhk drawer

in -H\e ki‘l’c}\eh. We started b}/ ‘h’)/ihs Yo come vp
with a NAME for our clan.

Rowle)l said he wanted us +o be "Hu-me?u-ﬁ’: ) but
T said if we were gonha do ‘H\is, T wanted our
name +o be Some-l"nihs ORIGINAL.

We arsued back and forth for a while about our
name, and T realized we weren'+ gohna agree on

one. So we talked about how our ﬂda should LOOK.

Rowley wanted our symbol to be a WOLF, but

T wanted Some-ﬂ'\ihs even fiercer than THAT, so
we'd scare kids off. T -H\ough-l' a Hoody battle-axe
would do the +rick, but of course Rowley didn'+
like that idea. So we com?rorm'se& and put +he 4wo
things TOGETHER.
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But when yov add an axe and a wolf, you Just get a
dead wolf, which isn'+ gohna scare ANYONE.

We were going to start over and make a new
-ﬂds, but when T got another Pillowcase , Mom
+old us we heeded +o g0 back outside. So we got
on our show gear and went o the em?+>l lot.

The kids who wrecked our isloo had moved on o
other +\\ihss, so me and Rowley had +the em‘>+7/
lot all 4o ourselves. We used the show from the

isloo as a starting point, and made a fort that
could hold vp fo an attack.

o °
ISUSC S ° e 8 & © L
o s L] e ©
e ° a° ® ° L = .®
¢n°u°n° DA I 0‘0' en.ngo
T o e g ° o v ° ° -
® & o
°.n °¢ ‘. 0&0000‘ -‘o LN ]
- ° o o o
e ° o e
s )
e o a
e




After we were finished, we \alah-l'eJ our ﬂds on
top of the wall and WAITED.

L N S ] o o & ° o o
& o e » e 9 & e i @ 9 a2 8 T
e i e ° e .9 (P
o s o = o
° g o e ° o
o L L]
o @ ° “.ou °
°.°.° o L] ee .’
L] o e L] o
e ° o e
F e ™~
—

T fisurecl our fort rm’sH' atiract some attention,
but T didn'+ realize Just how MUCH. Within a

few minutes we }\ad kids comihs at us from eVery
DIRECTION.

© o © © & 5 o

We were COMPLETELY ou+30hhe&, and when
+he kids rushed our -For‘l', we had to ABANDON i+.
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When we got back 4o +he house, we +old Dad
wha-f hav?ehed. But after we described our fort
1o him, he said we did eVery-H\ihs all WRONG.

He said we heeded +o build our fort on HIGH

srouhd So we coulJ Jn'Ve bo\ck our enemies.

Then Dad launched into a bis Hs-l'ory lesson on
castle warfare and all the ﬂ\ihss +hat Peoyle did

to defend ﬂ\emselvas back in medieval times.
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The stvff ‘H\e)l did in the old c}a)ls was +o+q||7l
BRUTAL, and here’s Just one exqm?le. When
invaders tried to climb the walls of a castle, the
people inside would pour boiling OIL on +hem.

T \\o?e it doesn't get o that level in our
heishbor\\ood battles. But +ohis\-\+, T added an
item to Mom's grocery lis+ Just in case it DOES.

Shopping List
bagr | Peos
™Ak | Peara
Kw;ﬂuf Battwuen
Bread o1l
Picklon
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Suhdaz

T+ must've snowed another seven inches last
night, and the street was totally COVERED

when T woke vp- T couldnt even see the line
between our YARD and 'H\e ROAD.

L]

8 o

T was kind of Sur?risecl the ‘>|ow hadn't come 7/e+,
because when there’s THIS much snow, ?eo?|e
can't even get Hheir cars out of their Jn'Veways.
But when Dad came back from his mornhing walk,
T found ovt what was going oh.
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Dad said that when the plow +ried to get vp

the hll, i+ got STUCK. And when the Showv|ow
driver so-l' dmbus\\ed b}/ -H\e heis\\bor}\ood kids " }\e
ran off and left the truck sitting in the street.

s
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That meant we could sled all DAY if we wanted +o.
But sledding is for KIDS, and T had OTHER

‘>|ahs in mind.

T'd been vp all hiskf lookihs -H\roug}\ Dad’s books
Yo learn eVer)l-ﬂ\ihs T could about castle warfare
and battle strategies. And b}/ +he morning, T
was READY.
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T wanted to get started making a fort with
Rowle}l r.'s‘-d' away, but T knew +hat the second
we put up WALLS, we were gohna be under
ATTACK. The oh|7 way we could fight back was
if we had AMMUNITION.

T fisurecl we could buy a bis suP\ﬂy of \Dreque
snowballs from Mi‘fc\\ell Picke‘H, so we went down to
his shed, which was open for business. But T guess
ﬂ\ihss mustve gone well for Mitchell last winter,
becavse THIS year he EXPANDED his operations.

SNOWBALL
MOLDS

SNOWBALL
LAUNCHERS

SLOPPY
ﬂ SPECIALS

T'd borrowed ehoush mohey from Mahhy's c\\ahse
Jar to pay for three dozen snowballs, but now
that T saw all this OTHER stuff, T had +o

make some +ou3‘\ choices.
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The Slo\a\:}l Specials looked like regular snowballs
4o me, so T asked Mitchell wh)l -H'\ey were five
times more ex‘)ehsiVe. He said that each one was a
regular snowball with SLUSH on the inside, and
don'+t even ask me how he \aullecl THAT off.

é‘ suus:
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We ended vp {)uyihs 4wo dozen Prema&e snowballs and
one snowball launcher, which T fisureJ we could use

if we needed to nail samebody from lohs distance.

But T wish T4 brous}ﬁ' +he whole Jar of chahse s
because Mitchell was sellihs a Show ca+a‘>u|+ that
looked like it could REALLY do some Jdmse.

T'd Kave 4o 3e+ that another time, -H\oush. We
loaded up my sled with our ?urd\qses and went
back 4o the em?-fy lot.
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But when we got closer, we were SHOCKED b}l
what we saw. There were a BUNCH of snow forts

in the em?-ry lot now, and there were kids inside

each one.

'ﬂ\ese kids co‘m'ed our idea 5 n's}ﬁ down o -H\e
FLAGS. The Marlee sisters had a spear oh Hheir
-ﬂas , and EVelyh Trimble had a bat on hers. The
Garza 4wins had a two-headed ogre, which ac+ua||>l
looked ‘Jre-H7 cool.

173



There were some rea"y LAME ﬂdss, +00. Marcus
Marconi’s dad owned the sub shoP in the center of
town that went out of business, and Marcus used the
ﬂas +hat used +o hdhs in front of the restavrant.

OPEN

T
e e e

1 wah+eJ o 3e+ closer to see w‘xo ELSE made
a fort, but when we got near the em?+7l lot,
Ernesto, Gabriel, and a bunch of OTHER kids
o?ehed FIRE on us.
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The em?+7 lot was +o+a||7' overcrowded, and T
knew there was no WAY we could build a snow fort

on the lot now. So our ohl)l chance was to take
over someone ELSE’S.

1 got some old binocvlars from my garage so we

could scope ﬂ\ihss out wiﬂ\ou‘l' *\avihs +o 3e+ +oo
CLOSE .

Jﬂ\ith had gotten a lot CRAZIER in the

five minutes we were gohe, -H\oush. Gabriel and
E rnesto were in a batte with the Marlee sisters,

and a bunch of homeschooled kids were going at
it with the Garza 4wins.
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E milia Greenwall and EVelyh Trimble had +teamed
vp o {.'3}\+ Ah-ﬂ'\ohy Denard and Sheldon
Reyes, and S?eed Bum‘) and Latricia Hooks were
s+rm'3\\+-uP going at it with their FISTS.

But T wasnt focused on all that. T was searc\\ihs
for a fort that looked VULNERABLE, and T
FOUND one. The Juvlex kids had built a ?re+‘|7/
salid-|ookihs -For+, but as usual it looked like ﬂ\e?l
weren+ getting along.




T figured +\\e7l’d wear themselves out f-‘shﬁhs,
and when ﬂ\ey DID, me and Rowley could
POUNCE. So we moved in a litHe closer and

waited for +\\e risH' moment.

That's when T noticed a fort that didn+ have
ahyohe IN . The fort was sitting all alone on

+o‘7 of a bis mound of show. I remembered w‘-\a-l'
Dad said about the HIGH srouhd , and this fort
was in the PERFECT spot.
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T covldn't figure out why someone would build a
fort and ABANDON i+, but T knew +his was our
bis chance. So we shuck around it and climbed over
+he back wall.

T+ 4urned out the fort WASN'T em‘ﬁy )
ﬂ\ous‘\. T+ belohsed +o BABY GIBSON, who

was inside with a s+ock‘>i|e of snowballs.
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But the second we s+e‘>‘>ed in the fort, it was
under ATTACK.
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The homeschooled kids must've known about the
}\is‘\-srouhé ‘H'\ihs, 400, and now -H\e)/ wanted
the fort for THEMSELVES. But when +he7
came d\arsihs vp +he mouhd, we drove them back.
And even Bab)l Gibson got in on +he act.

“Then kids started coming for us from every
direction ) and it was seﬁihs harder and harder
1o defend the fort.

The Juvlex kids s‘>|i+ into two groups, and -H\ey
came at us from the lef+ AND +he rish-l', while
Ernesto and Gabriel started using showball
throwers to snipe at us from THEIR fort.
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And while we were +r)lih3 1o deal with all THAT,
some li+tle kid from Mrs. Jimenez's \7|a)13rou‘>
+unneled vp ﬂ\roush ﬂ\e bottom of our fort and
TOTALLY +ook us off guard.

The next ﬂ\ihs we knew, our fort was +o+a||>/
infested with PRESCHOOLERS. And +o cap it
all off, the Marlee sisters did a sneak attack from

the rear, which was +et’n'-6/ih3, because those girls
90 for ﬂ\e EYES.
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Me and Rowle)l got driven ovt of the fort and
onto the open batHefield, where i+ was Just total
MAYHEM. EVeryohe was fighting everyone ELSE,

and any sense of order was Just GONE.
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'ﬂ\eh sameﬂ\ihs }\a??ehed -H-\a-r made eVeryohe
STOP. Joe O Rourke got Kt in the mouth with
an ice ball and lost a cou‘>|e of TEETH.




Th our heishbor}\ooé, ice balls are on the “barned”
list in snowball fis\\'l's. So when Somebon crossed
that line, eVerybody knew -H\ihss had gohe oo far.

Re\:reseh‘l'd-h'Ves from all the clans had a meeting
in the center of the em‘>+7/ lot +o settle on the
RULES .

EVeryohe asree& +hat ice balls were off-limits,

and so was yellow show. We came vp with a bunch of
OTHER rules, too, like how it's not OK+o stuff
show in someone s hat and then ?u+ it back on

+\\eir hea&.

Once we asreed on eVeryﬂ\ihs, we were ready for
+he next round of battle.
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But while we were Joihs all that TALKING, we
didn’t notice what was \\d??ehihs n's}ﬁ' BEHIND us.

The Lower Surrey Street kids had snuck vp o
the top of the hill with +heir sleds, and l) then,
+here was hoﬂ\ms we could do +o STOP -ﬂ\em

?g-a“ﬁeg{gw 77
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Now, if there’s ONE +hing that unites us hil
kids, it's when the kids from the BOT TOM of
+he hill +r7' +o take what's OURS. We don't have
much, but we have the HILL, and no one’s gohna
take ‘H\cﬁ' from us.

As |oh3 as the Plow was stuck, we knew +hose
3u7ls were Jusﬁ' gohha kee‘) COMING.
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So we decided o DO Someﬂ\ihs about it.

The ohly way to kee‘) +he Lower Surrey Street
kids from coming back vp +he hill was o build a
WALL 4o block their ?a-ﬂ'\. And we didn't wanna
build some puny wall -H\ey could Just ?ush over,
either. We wanted someﬂ\ihs that was SOLID.

But we needed to make it FAST, because those
guys were alredcly marchihs back vp the Nl with

ﬂ\eir sleds. So we 3o+ recyclihs bins from some

hearby Nouses and started BUILDING.
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We made it a DOUBLE wall, so if anyone broke
+\\rou3¥\ the first |a7ler, +¥\e7'4 still have +o deal
with the SECOND one. And we s+ock‘>i|eJ a
TON of snowballs.
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We weren+ gohna be able 4o get boi|ih3 ol, so T
sent Rowley vp to Nis house o fill some thermoses
wiﬂ\ *\o+ choco|a+e.

The homeschooled kids went out and collected icicles
to stick into the wall, and the Ju\)lex kids +hrew
+03e+her some showmen to make i+ seem like +here
were more of us +than there ac+ua||>/ WERE.

And when the Lower Surre)l Street kids came
BACK, we were READY for them.
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When those guys saw our WALL, +¥\e7 didn'+
know whﬁ' 1o DO.
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And when ﬂ\ey got CLOSER, we hit them with
eVeryﬂ'\ihs we had.

Those avys didnt stand a CHANCE. We
sent them runhing back down the hill, and we
celebrated our vic‘l'or)/.

7T

But we celebrated oo SOON. Ten minutes later,
the Lower Surrey Street kids were BACK.

1
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And this time -H'\e)l were armed +o the TEETH.

Most of them were wearing sports gear to protect
+hemselves from our snowballs. And +the moment

T knew this wasn'+ gohna be an edsy 1[1'3}\1' was
when one of them threw « HOCKEY STICK.

we }\nJ ﬂ\e }\is‘\er srouhd.
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So we unleashed another round of snowballs.

We held 4:; off for a while, but those auys
had some surprises up +heir sleeves. 'ﬂ\ey hit us
with a round of Slo‘>‘>>/ S?ecials , which we were
TOTALLY uh\)re\)ared for.

T£ +he Lower Surre)l Street kids had Sloﬂzy
S‘Jecials, that meant Mitchell Pickett was Vld}'ihs
both SIDES.
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But we'd have +o deal with him LATER, becauvse
now we had a« NEW \aroblem.

T+ 4turned out the SloPP)l S\)ecidls were just a

distraction to draw our attention away from the
NEXT wave of attack, which was coming at us
FAST .

We hit the kids carrying ladders with snowballs,
but before we knew it, -H\e)/'cl ‘>|ah+ed Hheir
ladders a+ the base of the wall and had started
climbing their way UP it.

But Rowley came back with the hot chocolate Just
in the nick of time.
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We ern\)‘h'eJ the +thermoses out on the kids Scalihs
the wall. Uhfor+uhd+e|7, Rowle}l Nadn't added any
WATER +o the hot chocolate mix, so all i+ did

was ANNOY +\\em.

T ‘H\ouah‘l‘ +hose 3“7'5 were about to +ake control
of the wall, but +hen Latricia Hooks and S?eed

B‘""V saved the de by JumPihs trash cans full of
SLUSH on +’nem.




We didn't have a second o celebrate, -H\ous}\,
because the Lower Surrey Street kids were alreaJy
|auhc}\ih3 their next attack.

Half the fif‘l’}\-sraée football team lives at +the
bottom of the hill, and -H\e)/ tried to take down
the wall with brute FORCE.
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But the wall held UP, and +hose 3"'}'5 wore
ﬂ\emseWes out wiﬂ\ -ﬂ-\e effort.

B)/ now, EVERYONE was +tired. The sun was
out, and it was ac+ua||7 starting to get WARM.
T really wished T hadn+ worn my +hermal
underwear, becavse T was ROASTING with +hose

extra |o\7ers.
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The Lower Surrey Street kids ke\>+ coming at us,
and we ke\>+ Jrivihs them BACK. And after a
while, NOBODY had +he energy +o kee‘) fis‘vh’hs.

'F.‘mll)r, the other team turned around and went
back home. At first we +\\ou3¥\+ +hat meant we
had WON. But those 3“)'5 weren+ gving up.
'ﬂ\ey were Jus+ REFUELING.

B)/ now it was lunchtime, and +the kids at
the bottom of the hill came back outside with

sahdwiches ahJ shacks.

And when some kid started handing ovt JUICE
BOXES, it was a litte hard +o watch.
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We were all Pre-‘H'y +¥\Ers+7 on the wall, and it was
ohly seH'ihs HOTTER.

Some kids started SUckihs on SNOWBALLS +o
S+d7l hy&rd-l'ed, and +\\e7 got -H\rous‘\ half of
our s+ock‘>i|e before the rest of us realized what

was ha\:\:ehihs.

We did an ihVeh‘l'ory of what we had left, and we
knew we didn'+ have ehoush ‘o 1[1'3¥\+ off a ma jor
assault. So we s‘>|i+ our remaining showballs into
thirds and put Ah-r}\oh/ Denard in charge of
protecting +hem.

We ke‘>+ wqi+ih3 for the next attack from the
Lower Surre)l Street kids, but it never came.
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After a while we realized their s+rd+e37 was to
wait us out until we CRACKED, and +then take
our wall without a -ﬁs}ﬁ'.

Pervis Geh‘h'y was the first one on our side +o
break. He thh’-l' even }\o\d BREAKFAST ‘H\is
morning, So the sish-l' of all those sandwich crusts
|>/ih3 on the ground made him CRAZY.

He climbed over the wall and ran down +he hill,
and that was the last dh)l of us saw of him.

But the REST of uvs hill kids ke‘>+ it +ose+her.
Three HOURS went b)l, but the Lower Surrey
Street kids weren+ BUDGING.
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Thn fact, -H\e)l looked like -H\ey were se'H'lihs in for
the NIGHT.

A few of them had strung extension cords to
+heir houses, so now -ﬂ\ey had ELECTRICITY.
Ahd we could see ﬂ\e slow of -ﬂ-\eir TV sets from
where WE were.

T’nihss were soihs from bad +o worse on ﬂ\e wall.

A lot of the younger kids were tired and }whsry
and wanted to g° HOME. And T couldn’+ blame
them, because b}/ now, i+ was DINNERTIME.

Jacob Hoff said he was Su??osed 1o have a
clarinet lesson at six o'clock, and if he missed i+ his
parents would be mad. And the rest of us could
understand that kind of thing.
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Jacob’s house was Just a few doors down, and we
told him if Ke made a run for i+, we'd give Nim
COVER. He ?romisecl that the second his clarine+
lesson was over, he'd come back +o the wall with
his coat pockets stuffed with granola bars and
fruit chews.

That got eVeryboJY \Dre++>/ excited, and we helPeJ
Jacob over the wall. Sure ehous}\ , as soon as he
touched down on the other side, +he Lower Surrey
Street kids o‘JeheJ fice on him. But we fired
BACK and got Jacob +o his front door sa-Fely.

T+ 4urmed out it was a wasted effort, -H\ous‘\.
The -H\ihs about the clarinet lesson was Just an
excuse to go home, and when we saw Jacob in his

bedroom wih&ow, we knew he was hever corm'hs

back with those SNACKS.
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After that, the mood inside the wall was rea||7/

GRIM. Some kids were cryihs, and T didn't see
*\ow we could \\oH out muc\\ |oh3er.

The Lower Surrey Street kids must've known
+\\e>/ had us on the ropes, because that's when
+\\e>/ lavnched paper airvlahes into our fort with

NOTES written on them.

JE— SuRRENDER Now/
AND You CAN
e = L EAVE UNHARMED. |...
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That was too much for some kids to take. Even
Bab)l Gibson seemed shakeh up, So I guess now we

krow he can READ.
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A few minutes later, a kid came runhing toward
us from between a cou‘>|e of Nouses o the ris\\-l'
of our fort, and we got ready to PeH’ him with o

round of snowballs.

But Somebody RECOGNIZED +he kid, and we
held our fire. T+ was TREVOR NIX, who used
o live on +he hill.

| [[]]
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Trevor was ovt of breath, and could barely get his
words out. So we \aulled Nim vp onto the wall and

waited for him to calm down.

After Trevor got himself +03e+her, Ke +old us
what was going on. He said the Lower Surrey
Street kids had been \\oldihs him CAPTIVE, but
he mhaseJ +o ESCAPE.

Trevor said those guys were Pldhhihs Someﬂ\ihs
really BAD, and he wanted +o +ell us before i+
was too LATE.

He said the Lower Surrey Street kids were creating
a HUGE s+ock‘>i|e of snowballs, and when it got
dark -H\ey were gohna lavnch a full-scale attack.
But that wasn't even the WORST part.
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Those guys were mkihs +heir snowballs in the
GUZMANS’ )lqu, and that's the \)lace with all
+he DOGS. So +hat meant -H\ey were using
YELLOW SNOW and who knows what ELSE.

EVeryohe was ?re-Hy mad about what the Lower
Surrey Street kids were ?Iahhihs, but we were slqcl
Trevor gave us the hea&s-u‘). We +old him tha+t
from now oh, ‘\e could sled on our Hll ANY time.

We dsreeJ we couldn'+ Just sit there and wait for
the attack, so we started working on a PLAN.
Half of us would sneak down the hill and lavnch a

SURPRISE attack on the kids mkihs snowballs
in the Guzmans’ 7/ard. The OTHER half would
S+d7' back +o protect the fort. We sketched the
plan into +he snow with a stick +o make sure we

were all on the same page.
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Me and Rowley wanted +o be a part of the
ACTION, so we chose to be on the sneak attack
team. Our group loaded vp & few sleds with all +the
snowballs we had lef+, and we sliPPed over the

back wall and between some houses.
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T+ was se'H'ihs dark now, So we knew those suys

wouldn't be able +o see us coming.

\rﬂ\eh we 3o+ +o -H\e Guzmans’ backyar&, we s+0\>\>ed
to scope out +he scene. Sure ehoush, there was

a big group of kids making snowballs out front
behind a rock wall.

When Baby Gibson gave the sighal, we lavnched
our attack.
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But the other auys didn’t even FLINCH when we
hit them. And as we got closer, we realized i+ was
all Jus+ a TRICK.
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'ﬂ\e Lower Surrey Street kids had created

DECOYS +o S\>|E+ us vp, which meant we'd been
double-crossed b}/ TREVOR NIX. We rushed
back 4o the wall, but b}/ then it was already +oo
LATE.




The wall was in RUINS, and we were out of
ammo. 1+ looked reall}l bad for us hill kids, but
+hen Someﬂ\ihs ho\ﬂ)ehc& +ha+t gave us HOPE.

A group of kids was Mrchihs vp +he hill +oward
us, and when +\\e>/ got closer T realized i+ was
the SAFETY PATROLS. For a brief second, T
+\\ou3¥\+ ‘ﬂ-\e?l were -ﬂ-\ere to SAVE us.

But -H\e)/ weren + there o \\el? ANYONE. T’ney
were there for REVENGE.

Uswlly, the Smfeiy Patrols aren't allowed +o
throw snowballs, but +ocldy was a SUNDAY. And

ﬂ\d-i' meant +\\e}l were free +o do wha-l'eVer -H\e)l
WANTED.
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Half the girls on the Sa-Fe+7l Patrols are on the
SOFTBALL +eam, and ahybo&y who says girls
can't throw hard doesnt know wha+t +\\e7’re
TALKING about.

The battle turned into the Surrey Street kids
versus the Safe-fy Patrols, and we outnumbered +them
4wo o ohe. But then half +he girls on our street
switched SIDES, and i+ got really cohfusihs.

Tn the middle of all this, ANOTHER group
came down from the TOP of the hill. T+ was the
WHIRLEY STREET kids ) w‘\o must Ve soﬁeh
kicked off the golf course and came +o sled on our
street. And once THEY got into the mix, it was
Just a 4otal FREE-FOR-ALL.
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Just when -H\ihss couldn’t get any CRAZIER,

a +erri1[7ih3 sound cut 'H\rous}\ +he air, and
eVeryohe s+o?‘>eJ +o -ﬁsure out w\\a-r it WAS. ﬂ\e
ohly ones on the street who knew for SURE were

me and Rowle)l.

'ﬂ\eh +the MINGO kids started ?ourihs out of
the woods, |ookih3 like -ﬂ\e)/'d Just woken up from a
three-month NAP.




The last Mingo to emerge was MECKLEY. He

was carryihs sameﬂ\ihs on -top of a STICK, and at
first T couldn’t tell what it was. But when he got
CLOSER, T realized i+ was MR. MORSELS.

Meckley wash + wearing his BELT, whih T -H\ouah-r
was strange. But seeing +hat made me remember
same+hihs ) and T reached into my coat ?ocke‘r and
‘;vulleJ out sameﬂ\ihs cold and me+al.
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When me and Rowley were in the Mihsos' camp,
T mustve put +he belt buckle in my \aocke+
without even REALIZING 4. And now T was in
a panic, because that meant Meckley Mingo was
coming for ME.

But the ohl}l +Hh3 kids in my town hate more than
each OTHER is the MINGOS. So when the
Mihaos c}\arsecl , eVeryohe turned 1o FACE +hem.

Well, everyohe except ME. At that point Td
had ENOUGH.

When the Mingos came at us, T looked for a sood
P|ace +o HIDE.
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There was a l)is Nole in a colla\)secl section of the

wall, so T dove inside, and Rowley was ris}ﬁ' behind
me. The batte rased all around us, and T didn'+
see how we were gohna get out of +his one ALIVE.

Rowle)l didn’t think we were gohha make it,
eiﬂ\er. He +o|cl me +\\a+ if I surviVeJ bot ‘\e
DIDN'T, T could have all of his video games.

T ?a-H'eJ r-n7lse|1r down o see if T had a pen so he
could put that in WRITING, but all T had on me

was that s+u?i<l bel+ buckle.
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T+ didn't matter ahyway, because five seconds later
the srouhé started shdkihs, and i+ felt like we
were in an EARTHQUAKE.

T -H\ous}rr we were gonhd be buried ALIVE, and
all T could think of is how the two of us were
gohna end up in a MUSEUM after +\1e7 Jus us

out in a cou‘)le +housand years.
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But then the sroth $+o\>\>ecl shakihs, and after
a few seconds we \ao??ed our \\edJs out of our

h’clihs s?o+ o see w\\a-f was havvehihs.

The Showvlow was H\ree-quqr‘i'ers of +the way vp
the street, mowing through eVery-H\ihs in its ?aﬂ\.
And T don'+ know if the showplow driver couldn't
SEE +the kids in the road or just didn't CARE.

B)/ now, the snow was mel-h'h3, and eVeryﬂ\ihs
was turning o SLUSH. And once the Plow lef+
our street, it was QUIET.
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The crazy +h’h3 is, now that the street was
?|oweJ, there wasn+ really ahyﬂxihs lef+ to FIGHT
over, and eVeryohe ‘:vicked +hemselves vp and went

back HOME. Even +he Mingo kids went back o
w‘xere -H\ey came from.

And the +ruvth is, T couldn't really remember what
we were all fis‘vﬁhs over +o BEGIN with.
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We've been back at school for a week, and i+'s
warmed up o LOT in +he past few Jays. T dont
wanht o curse it or dh}/ﬂ\ihs, but T +hink we
m.'s‘ﬁ'Ve seen the last of the cold weather.

So T'm not really worried about the PIG anymore.

Thn fact, he’s ?robably somewhere warm by how,
having the time of his life.

'ﬂ\ere's still some snow on ﬂ\e srouhd in m)l

heishborhooé, so Mitchell Pickett's been ehJoyihs
the snowmobile he boush-i' with all the mohey he
made this winter.
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So qhybody who says that war doesnt PAY should
+think AGAIN.
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Mitchell’s not the ONLY one who made out,
+\\ou3¥\. Trevor Nix has been ?la)lihs }\ockey down
at the bottom of the hill with +he Lower Surre}l
Street kids every Jay after school. So T guess
+that's what you get for being a TRAITOR.
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But T'm not gonhha corn\:laih. Tm Just sldd T
made i+ ﬂ\roush +he winter without getting m)lselmf
KILLED.

The -H\ihs T learned about rn)'sehf is that T'm
Just not the HERO +7/‘>e. Trust me, T'm 3|aJ
there are ?eovle like +hat out there, but the
world needs guys like ME, +oo.

Because if human beihss are still around 500
million years from now, i+'s gohha be thanks +o

+he Gres He-meys of the world who -Fisurecl out a
way +o SURVIVE.
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When snow shuts down Greg Heffley’s middle school, his
neighborhood transforms into a wintry battlefield. Rival
groups fight over territory, build massive snow forts, and
stage epic snowball fights. And in the crosshairs are Greg and
his trusty best friend, Rowley Jefferson.

It's a fight for survival as Greg and Rowley navigate alliances,
betrayals, and warring gangs in a neighborhood meltdown.
When the snow clears, will Greg and Rowley emerge as heroes?

Or will they even survive to see another day?
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